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November 13, 2019 

Christine J. Kirchhoff, PhD, P.E. 
Assistant Professor 
University of Connecticut 
Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering 
261 Glenbrook Road, Unit 3037 
Storrs, CT 06269-3037 

Dear Dr. Kirchoff: 

If the proposal submitted by Dr. Christine Kirchhoff entitled CNH2-L: Collaborative Research: 

Integrating Farm, City and N and P to Assess and Manage Toxic Algal Blooms as a Socio-environmental 

System is selected for funding by the NSF, it is my intent to collaborate and/or commit resources as 
detailed in the Project Description or the Facilities, Equipment or Other Resources section of the 
proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Contrada 
Chair, Water Quality Council 
TMACOG 

CC:TB:KG:jam 

Tim W. Brown 
President 
TMACOG 

regional assets, opportunities, and challenges. 



The Office of Public Engagement (OPE): OPE fosters engagement in a variety of forms across the 
University community and thereby extends the transformational impact the University has throughout the 
state and beyond our geographical borders. The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching 
has recognized the University for its ongoing commitment to public engagement and service to the 
community with the awarding of the elective “Community Engagement” classification.  
 
Additional Support for Graduate Students and Postdoctoral Scholars: UCONN’s Graduate School leads 
and coordinates a variety of activities and resources to help graduate students and postdoctoral scholars 
including nurturing an engaged community of scholars that includes all disciplines and all campuses; 
removing barriers to cross-departmental, cross-program, and cross-campus graduate and postdoctoral 
education; and, programming to enhance transferable skills including in hosting free workshops (e.g., on 
Teaching Philosophy Statement writing, preparing an academic CV, creating a job talk, communicating 
science for general audiences, and thesis/dissertation writing). The latter are especially helpful for this 
project given their role in research and communication with stakeholders and in co-authoring publications. 
UCONN also has a Statistical Consulting Services center to help students with research design and data 
analysis, https://core.uconn.edu/resources/SCS. 
 
Young Faculty Mentoring: UCONN is committed to junior faculty through informal mentoring for all new 
faculty. Because the program is informal and faculty mentors arise organically, young facility can create 
individualize mentoring teams that reflect individual needs. PI Kirchhoff’s mentors include Dr. Guiling Wang, 
Professor, Dr. Timothy Vadas, Director of the Environmental Engineering Program, Dr. Marina Astitha, 
Associate Head for Graduate Education and Research, and Dr. Maria (Marisa) Chrysochoou, Head, CEE 
and the first female Department Head in UCONN School of Engineering history.  
 
Toledo Metropolitan Council of Governments (TMACOG): TMACOG is a non-partisan regional planning 
partnership made up of voluntary members in northwest Ohio and southeast Michigan. TMACOG’s role in 
water quality planning is to help the region comply with governmental regulations for clean water, plan to 
protect and restore rivers and streams, and work together with governments for clean and safe water. 
TMACOG has experience bringing diverse stakeholders together to work on challenging water quality 
issues including CHABs in Lake Erie. One of the ways in which TMACOG brings diverse stakeholders 
together to work on water quality issues is through establishment of different committees under the Water 
Quality Council. TMACOG recently established an Agricultural Committee Advisory Group and 
Agricultural Committee that meets quarterly to coordinate and recommend positions on water quality 
issues and policies to the TMACOG Board of Trustees with the goal of improving and protecting water 
quality in the region and Lake Erie. TMACOG has agreed to connect the PI/Co-PIs with members of the 
Agricultural Committee including facilitating PI/Co-PI engagement at quarterly meetings and member 
participation in annual coproduction workshops, and related evaluation efforts. The quarterly meetings 
and annual coproduction workshops provide opportunities for: input to SWAT; discussion of results from 
SWAT modeling (Thrust 1 and 3) about the role of N and P loading from individual subwatersheds in 
promoting WLE CHABs and toxicity; BMP effectiveness and opportunities to reduce N and P; and 
informing and shaping research and outreach (e.g., craft scenarios for SWAT modelling, shape 
transferable tools, inform policy recommendations for project partners) including providing feedback to 
improve a BMP Exploration Tool that will enable display of nutrient management scenarios and their 
impact on water quality. If necessary, TMACOG staff will participate in webex project meetings to facilitate 
input and provide feedback to help ensure the research outputs are actionable for policy makers. 
TMACOG will facilitate securing a venue in Toledo for the STEAM play (e.g., at the annual Momentum 
Festival). 
 
City of Defiance (Defiance): Defiance is a community of approximately 17,000 residents in northwest Ohio 
and is the county seat for the six-county region. Defiance is surrounded by land of which 72% is in 
agricultural production. The community sits at confluence of the Maumee, Tiffin and Auglaize Rivers 
where 85% of the nutrients that contribute to Lake Erie CHABs pass by. With an agriculturally dominant 
watershed and CHABs that impair drinking water supplies and recreation, Defiance is representative of 
many communities facing water quality challenges. To address these challenges, Defiance is leading or 
participating in a number of initiatives focused on reducing nutrient pollution to improve water quality 
including participating in the Great Lakes Smart and Sustainable Cities Cluster (GLSSCC) and leading 
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