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Resolution opposing SB 277 regarding the temporary reduction of motor fuel 
excise and registration taxes – STAFF REPORT 
 
 

TOLEDO METROPOLITAN AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

APRIL 20, 2022 
 
 
In 2019, TMACOG passed resolution #2019-07 supporting Governor DeWine’s proposed gasoline 
tax increase, the first since 2003.  A 10.5 cent per gallon tax increase and increased registration 
fees for hybrid and electric vehicles were passed as part of the biennial state transportation budget 
signed by Governor DeWine in April of 2019.  As proposed, Senate Bill 277 would suspend the 
collection of the 2019 motor fuel tax increase and the increased registration fees for a period of 
five years.   
 
Projections estimated that the tax increase would generate an added $840 million per fiscal year 
statewide, including $380 million for local government transportation needs —enough to pay for 
a solid road and bridge construction program at the state level and for the first infusion of new 
dollars in decades for municipal, county, and township roadways.  
 
The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic resulted in a major decline in motor fuel user fee revenue, which 
would have been devastating if not for the increase in tax revenue.   
 
The State of Ohio and local communities have the opportunity to receive transportation funding 
from the federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), but many of these federal dollars 
require a state match. Squandering the leverage needed to draw down such a historic investment 
would unnecessarily restrict our state’s ability to benefit from this opportunity. Many communities 
will not be able to provide a 20% state/local match without the revenue generated from the full tax 
currently in place.  Many local project sponsors have already committed expected tax revenue to 
projects in future TMACOG Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) years, and a reduction 
could jeopardize those projects as well.   
 
In addition, IIJA does little for our local governments that rely on the state gas tax to complete 
critical repair projects on local roads. It would be short sighted to hamper our cities, townships, 
and villages as they are trying to rejuvenate transportation and economic progress hindered by 
COVID-19.  
 
According to recent studies, nearly 30,000 Ohioans are directly employed in the construction and 
maintenance of Ohio’s vast infrastructure network. Any reduction in funding will threaten these 
well-paying jobs, resulting in negative consequences for those individuals and Ohio’s overall 
economy. 
 
Staff recommends that TMACOG leadership approve this resolution and oppose SB 277.   
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A RESOLUTION OF THE 
TOLEDO METROPOLITAN AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

OPPOSING OHIO SENATE BILL 277 REGARDING THE TEMPORARY 
REDUCTION OF MOTOR FUEL EXCISE AND REGISTRATION TAXES  

 
 
WHEREAS, the Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments (TMACOG) is a voluntary 
association of local governments and non-governmental partners in northwest Ohio and southeast 
Michigan, organized on May 31, 1968, and established under Chapter 167 of the Ohio Revised 
Code and the Michigan Public Act No. 7 (EX-SESS), and has carried out comprehensive 
metropolitan and regional planning since that date; and 

WHEREAS, the Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments (TMACOG) is designated as 
the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) by the Governor through the Ohio Department of 
Transportation in cooperation with local elected officials and is authorized to carry out the 
continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive transportation planning process (Process) for the 
Toledo Metropolitan Planning Area that results in plans and programs that consider all 
transportation modes and supports community development and social goals; and 

WHEREAS, the MPO has been designated by the United States Department of Transportation 
(U.S.DOT) and the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) to direct, coordinate, and 
administer the Process in the Toledo Metropolitan Planning Area as mandated by the Congress in 
Titles 23 and 49 U.S.C.; and 

WHEREAS, local communities rely on motor fuel excise and registration tax revenue for local 
roadway and bridge maintenance; and  

WHEREAS, local communities utilize motor fuel excise and registration tax revenue as local 
match to leverage federal funding opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, Ohio Senate Bill 277 proposes to suspend the collection of the 2019 Ohio motor fuel 
excise and registration tax increases for a period of five (5) years; and 

WHEREAS, a temporary suspension of the Ohio motor fuel excise and registration tax increases 
from 2019 would significantly limit the ability of the state and local communities to meeting match 
requirements for federal funding opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, infrastructure construction and maintenance activities stimulate Ohio’s economy and 
employ approximately 30,000 workers; and 

WHEREAS, enactment of SB 277 could threaten a significant portion of Ohio’s workforce and 
negatively impact Ohio’s overall economy.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE TOLEDO METROPOLITAN AREA 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS:  
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THAT, TMACOG opposes Senate Bill 277, which would suspend the collection of the recently 
enacted 10.5 cent adjustment to the motor fuel user fee and the registration fee for a period of five 
years. 

THAT, copies of this resolution be forwarded to sponsors and cosponsors of Senate Bill 277, as well 
as members of the Northwest Ohio delegation to the Ohio General Assembly.  
 
 
Adopted by the Executive Committee on April 20, 2022. 
 
 
Yea             Nay            ,   Abstain ______  
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ __________________________________ 
Mark W. Stahl, Chair   Tim W. Brown, President 
Toledo Metropolitan Area   Toledo Metropolitan Area  
Council of Governments (TMACOG)  Council of Governments (TMACOG) 
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