
 

 

Public Water Supply  
 Meeting Minutes 

December 3, 2020– 1:00 p.m. – Web-based meeting via GoTo Meeting 

 
Welcome: 
Those in attendance are noted below. 
 
Todd Jenkins 
Steve Pilcher 
Rob Shaver 
Tom Borck 
Ryan Yackee 
Ron Wetzel 
Kelly Frey 
Kevin Aller 
Mike Fields 
Mike Deal 
Timothy Davis 
Bradley Lowery 
Alice Godsey 

Peterman Associates, Fostoria 
Whitehouse 
City of Fostoria 
 
Village of Swanton 
Ottawa County 
Ottawa County Sanitary Engineer 
City of Sylvania 
 
 
BGSU 
 
City of Perrysburg 

Andy McClure City of Toledo 
John Hull Hull & Associates 
Sarah Helbig Jones & Henry 
Kari Gerwin TMACOG 
Barbie Kalta TMACOG 
Matt Kennedy TMACOG 

 
Welcome:  
Matt Kennedy, TMACOG, introduced himself to the committee and did a rollcall to ensure there would be 
a forum for voting during the meeting.  
 
2021 Chair/Vice Chair Nominations: 
Matt Kennedy asked for a motion to open the floor for nominations for Chair and Vice Chair of the Public 
Water Supply Committee for 2021. Kevin Aller, City of Sylvania, moved to approve and Ryan Yackee, Village 
of Swanton, seconded. Motion carried.  
Matt Kennedy asked for nominations for Chair and Vice Chair of PWS.  Kevin Aller nominated John Hull for 
Chair and Andy McClure as Vice Chair. No other nominations were presented.   
Matt Kennedy asked for a motion to close nominations. Kevin Aller, City of Sylvania, moved to approve and 
Sara Helbig, Jones & Henry, seconded. Motion carried.  
Matt Kennedy asked for a motion to approve John Hull as the Chair and Andy McClure as Vice Chair of 
PWS. Ryan Yackee, Village of Swanton, moved to approve and Kevin Aller, City of 
Sylvania, seconded. Motion carried.  
 
2021 Meeting Dates: 



 

 

Matt Kennedy asked for a motion to approve the meeting schedule for 2021, as outlined on the agenda. 
Meeting dates are quarterly on the 1st Thursday. Dates are March 4, June 3, September 2, and December 
2. Ryan Yackee, Village of Swanton, moved to approve and Andy McClure, City of Toledo, seconded. 
Motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Tracking Western Lake Erie Harmful Algal Bloom Toxins Through Stakeholder-engaged Science and New 
Technology 

Tim Davis – Bowling Green State University 
 

The presentation focused on the connection between stakeholders, academics, industry, and new 
technology for a NOAA MERHAB-funded project using new technology for more high-resolution quick data 
on HAB toxins to be collected. Through two machines, a reader and lyse, reports on the toxin 
concentrations can be reported and uploaded to a database in a fraction of the time it takes with 
conventional methods. The presentation was followed by Q & A. 
 
Annual Work Plan Discussion: 
Matt Kennedy asked the group if there were any questions or comments about the annual work program.  
 
City of Fostoria Drinking Water Issue: 
Matt Kennedy explained that the City of Fostoria is having an issue with their drinking water reservoirs. 
Each fall the reservoirs are affected by a turnover, resulting in drinking water with an odor and “muddy” 
taste. Eric Keckler, Mayor of Fostoria, added that when there is a dry season and the reservoirs aren’t as 
full, there is no room for the turnover to settle out. They have had some suggestions so far; adding carbon 
closer to the water for more contact time, ozone treatment, and an aerator. The Mayor asked if the PWS 
committee had any other comments/suggestions to add.  
Andy McClure suggested mixing the water in the reservoir to avoid a big turnover with the thermocline, 
that way it won’t bring up sediment from the bottom. Ron Wetzel added that Columbus had an issue 
similar to the City of Fostoria’s, and it was caused by gismins. Sara Helbig offered to schedule a meeting 
with the City of Fostoria and her team to assist them with the problem going forward. 
 
Member Comment: 

• Andy McClure – The new ozone process is almost complete. The physical construction is finishing 
up and getting the ozone generators running along with finishing some testing.  

 
Staff Report: 
 Matt Kennedy 

• Will be sending out participation forms to PWS committee members as well as updating rosters  

• The 2021 TMACOG General Assembly registration is now open, the GA will be virtual this year the 
week of January 18th-22nd 

 
 
Public Comments: 



 

 

None 
 

ADJOURN 
 


