
Water Quality Council 
July 10, 2023 

1:00 PM 
                           Indianola Shelter at Farnsworth Metropark 

                           8505 S River Road, Old U.S. 24, Waterville, OH 43566 
 
 
Welcome: 
Melissa Hopfer, Chair, Bowling Green State University, welcomed everyone to the meeting. She informed 
attendees that Zuri Carter from Metroparks Toledo could not join the meeting and thanked Metroparks for 
hosting the meeting. She then said there would be a business meeting first followed by Water Quality Table 
Discussions.  
 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
Melissa Hopfer asked the members for any comments or corrections to the March meeting minutes. Hearing 
none, she asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes. Kevin Aller, City of Sylvania, moved to approve. 
Randy Genzman, Village of Oak Harbor, seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Water Quality Council Roster 
Melissa Hopfer stated that there are roster updates due to Kevin Laughlin’s changing jobs. She asked for 
comments or corrections to the 2023 Water Quality Council Roster. Hearing none, she asked for a motion to 
approve the roster updates. Ben Pushka, Lucas County, moved to approve. Mark Coppeler, Ottawa County, 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
TMACOG WQ Mid-year wrap-up  
Kari Gerwin, TMACOG, highlighted various projects and programs that Water Quality Staff have been working 
on. This included member training events, Chloride BPM project, Public Education and Engagement Water 
Workforce Coalition, Policy Engagement. She stated that attendees could go to TMACOG’s website for resources 
and further involvement in Water Quality. She then introduced the water quality staff. 
 
Introduction of TMACOG President Sandy Spang 
Melissa Hopfer gave a brief background on Sandy Spang. Sandy Spang then talked about water quality staff and 
her commitment to supporting the TMACOG Water Quality Program. She is also committed to understanding 
members’ roles in the community and in working with water quality. She stated that she understands and wants 
to work with challenges with regulations. She thanked everyone for their commitment to water quality. 
  
Partner Comment 
Shannon Nabors, OEPA, stated that the Maumee TMDL has been submitted to the USEPA. They are working on 
permit for phosphorus. And she stated that after 32 years, she is retiring. She thanked everyone for their time 
and input over the years. She will transition her position by July 31 which is her last day.  
 
Public Comments   
None 
 
 
Adjourn 
Melissa Hopfer adjourned the business meeting to move to the table discussions. 
 
Future 2023 Water Quality Council Scheduled Meetings 



Sept 11, Nov 13 (Bimonthly, second Mondays at 1:00) 

Water Quality Department Table Discussions 
Members rotated through informational tables covering the main Water Quality Program areas, asked 
questions of program staff, and offered feedback. A summary of discussion is below. 

Water Workforce: 
• Look to engage groups over time and keep long terms goals in mind as we build the program. This

involves a balance of targeting groups that will be able to enter the program now versus ones that would
be important for future growth of this type of program, but outside of the grant funding period.

• Implement additional ways to access the website and information such as using a QR code.

Student Watershed Watch 
• Incorporate additional parameters into SWW testing, potentially looking at contaminants.
• Begin submitting macroinvertebrate data to ODNR.
• Several were interested in the mapping of school districts and area codes that was done to support

stormwater reporting.

Stormwater 
• Look into options for leveraging existing relationships for expanding educational messaging.
• Considering educational messaging, what methods are there to engage members of all communities, and

how are you considering diversity and inclusion?
• The Road Salt Best Management Practices draft may offer a good starting point for community staff.

Policies 
• Some members don’t have the capacity to follow WQ policy and legislation, so they appreciate that

TMACOG does the work to develop the legislative agenda and reach out to policy makers.
• The AFLE could benefit from more visibility. For general public, consider not only sharing on TMACOG

social media, but also asking partner organizations, who might have larger followings, to also share.
• Policy advocacy should involve direct outreach to legislators and decision-makers. Consider taking a full

day to visit Columbus to share policy priorities. Once/year is probably not frequent enough, consider at
least every 6 months.

• Policy recommendations need to address animal operations.
• A non-member partner mentioned that they appreciate the networking opportunities TMACOG WQ

meetings offer.

Water Quality Council Roster 2023 2023 Water Quality Council Meetings 
Category Appointee Jurisdiction/Organization 1/9 3/13 5/8 7/10 9/11 11/13 

Chair  Melissa Hopfer Bowling Green State University Chairs attendance recorded under respective member 
organizations Vice - Chair  Kevin Laughlin Wood County Engineer's Office 

(M) WW Chair Kevin Aller City of Bowling Green  x x  

(A) WW Vice-chair Jeff Lamson City of Fremont x x  

(M) SWC Chair Jay Mosley Lucas County Engineer's Office 

(A) SWC Vice-chair Lauren Rush City of Perrysburg x  x 

(M) PWS Chair John Hull Verdantas  x  

(A) PWS Vice-chair Andy McClure City of Toledo, Water Treatment 

Proxy  Jenny Carter-Cornell Verdantas  x  x 



(M) Watersheds Chair Edith Kippenhan City of Toledo, Environmental Services x  x x        

(A) Watersheds Vice-chair Kris Patterson Partners for Clean Streams    x    x     

(M) Agriculture Chair Mike Libben Ottawa County SWCD x x          

(A) Agriculture Vice - Chair Jim Carter Wood County SWCD   x          

(M) Lucas County Ben Pushka Lucas County Commissioners' Office x   x   x     

(A) Lucas County Pete Gerken Lucas County Commissioner             

(M) Wood County  Kevin Laughlin Wood County (Engineer's Office) x           

(A) Wood County Tom Stalter NWWSD        x     

(M) Ottawa County  Mark Coppeler Ottawa County Commissioner    X    x     

(A) Ottawa County James (Kelly) Fry Ottawa County Sanitary Engineer             

(M) Sandusky County Scott Miller Sandusky County Commissioner    X         

(A) Sandusky County  Charles Schwochow Sandusky County Commissioner             

(M) Monroe County Dave Thompson Monroe County Drain Commission    X         

(A) Monroe County Ryan Simmons Monroe County       x      

(M) Toledo Administration Andrew McClure City of Toledo Administration    X         

(A) Toledo Administration Patekka Bannister City of Toledo Administration    X         

(M) Toledo Council Nick Komives City of Toledo Council      x       

(A) Toledo Council Matt Cherry City of Toledo Council             

(M) City Caucus 1 Angie Ruiz City of Fremont x  X         

(A) City Caucus 1  Vacant               

(M) City Caucus 2 Jim Ludwig City of Waterville   x          

(A) City Caucus 2 Vacant City of Waterville             

(M) City Caucus 3 Matt Choma City of Perrysburg    X         

(A) City Caucus 3 AJ Coleman City of Perrysburg    X   x      

(M) Township Caucus 1 Mark Sattler Township of Jerusalem x  X   x      

(A) Township Caucus 1  David Bench  Township of Jerusalem             

(M) Township Caucus 2 Jacob Barnes Township of Springfield x  X   x      

(A) Township Caucus 2 Vacant               

(M) Township Caucus 3 Jon Eckel Township of Perrysburg x  X    X     

(A) Township Caucus 3 Vacant               

(M) Village Caucus 1 Dave Hower Village of Elmore        X     

(A) Village Caucus 1 Tom Jackson Village of Elmore             

(M) Village Caucus 2 Steven P. Pilcher Village of Whitehouse x  X    X     

(A) Village Caucus 2 Jordan Daugherty Village of Whitehouse             

(M) Village Caucus 3 Randy Genzman Village of Oak Harbor    X    X     

(A) Village Caucus 3 Quinton Babcock Village of Oak Harbor             

(M) Districts Caucus 1 Zuri Carter Metroparks of Toledo    X         

(A) Districts Caucus 1 Allen Gallant Metroparks of Toledo             

(M) Districts Caucus 2  Joe Cappel Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority    X         

(A) Districts Caucus 2 Brian Perz Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority             

(M) Districts Caucus 3 Jerry Greiner NWWSD             

(A) Districts Caucus 3 Garrett Chamberlain NWWSD x  X    X     

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 1 Kris Patterson Partner for Clean Streams x  X x   X     

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 1  Bob Neubert Partner for Clean Streams             

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 2  Sally Gladwell Mannik & Smith    X    X     

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 2  Alex Peters Mannik & Smith             

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 3  Hans Rosebrock First Energy             

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 3 Nick Katsaros  First Energy             

(M) School,College & Univ 1  Patrick Lawrence, PhD University of Toledo    X    X     

(A) School,College & Univ 1  Defne Apul  University of Toledo      x       

(M) School,College & Univ 2 Melissa Hopfer Bowling Green State University x  X    X     

(A) School,College & Univ 2  Vacant Bowling Green State University             

(M) School,College & Univ 3 Bob Vasquez Toledo School Board     x   x     

(A) School,College & Univ 3  Vacant Toledo School Board             

(M) At Large 1 (M) Sandy Bihn Lake Erie Waterkeeper       x      

(A) At Large 1 (A) Tahree Lane Lake Erie Waterkeeper    X  x       

(M) At Large 2 (M) Kevin Laughlin  City of Northwood      x       

(A) At Large 2 (A) Vacant               

  Participants and Guests               



  OEPA - non-voting (P)  Kris Barnswell Northwest District Office Manager             

    Shannon Nabors OEPA x x  x   X     

  MDEQ - non-voting (P) Vacant               

  ODNR - non-voting (P) Amanda Kovach       x        

  ODA - non-voting (P) Clark Hutson ODA WLEB Coordinator   x     X     

    Frank Butwin Maumee Valley Heritage Corridod x           

    Jennifer Mayer CEC x           

    Fritz Byers Lucas County Commissioners Office x           

    Austin Serna Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur's office x  x         

    Melinda Barman Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur's office x           

    Sarah Helbig Little Long Lake Watersheds Association x           

  Jake Goetz City of Toledo  x     

  Samuel Mullins Ohio Department of Agriculture  x     

  Ashley Ward OEPA  x     

  Lauren Niner Ohio Department of Agriculture  x     

  Marjorie Mulcahy LEA  x     

  Pat Wright LEA/LEW  x     

  Joey Warner Lucas SWCD  x     

  Angelica Vazquez BGSU  x     

  Megan Grammer Sandusky SWCD  x     

  Scott Chalfin Sandusky County Farmer  x     

  Sandra Kosek-Sills Ohio Lake Erie Commission  x  X   

  Alice Godsey Alice Godsey Consulting LLC  x     

  Lucas Fink University of Toledo   x    

  Jordan Rofkar Verdantas   x    

  Dawn Bailey Toledo Zoo   x    

  Margo Puffenberger City of Maumee    x   

  Kevin Nemis ODNR    x   

          

          

  TMACOG Staff                 

  Kari Gerwin   TMACOG Staff x  x x   X     

  Sara Guiher   TMACOG Staff x   x   X     

  Matthew Kennedy   TMACOG Staff   x    X     

  Eric Kostecky   TMACOG Staff x  x    X     

  Ann Nair   TMACOG Staff x  x  x  X     

  Rosanna Hoelzle   TMACOG Staff x      X     

  Alex Aspacher   TMACOG Staff    x         

   Sandy Spang    TMACOG Staff        X     

   Mike Tippet    TMACOG Staff        X     

   Zoe Quisenberry    TMACOG Staff        x     
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