
Water Quality Council 
March 13, 2023 

1:00 PM 
TMACOG Grand Lobby 

 
 

Welcome: 
Melissa Hopfer, Chair, Bowling Green State University, welcomed everyone to the meeting. She stated that there 
would be the business meeting first followed by the panel discussion. She addressed attendees and reminded 
everyone to sign if they had not already done so and went over the ways of participation and the flow of the 
meeting. 
 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
Melissa Hopfer asked Ann Nair if a quorum had been established. As the answer was yes, she then asked the 
members for any comments or corrections. Hearing none, she asked for a motion to approve the January 9, 
2023, meeting minutes. Angie Ruiz, City of Fremont, moved to approve. Steve Pilcher, Village of Whitehouse, 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Water Quality Council Roster 
Melissa Hopfer asked for comments or corrections to the 2023 Water Quality Council Roster. Hearing none, she 
asked for a motion to approve the roster. Angie Ruiz moved to approve. Scott Miller, Sandusky County, 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Water Quality Annual Work Program 
Kari Gerwin, TMACOG, gave an overview of the FY2024 Annual Work Program. She stated that some committees 
have not yet approved their individual AWP, but that they are on the agendas for the next meeting and if there 
are changes to the drafts, WQC will be informed. She asked for questions or comments. Hearing none, Melissa 
Hopfer asked for a motion to approve the AWP. Andy McClure, City of Toledo moved to approve, Angie Ruiz 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Amendment to the Boundaries of the Clyde FPA 
Kari Gerwin, TMACOG, gave an overview of the amendment, she discussed changes and the turnpike 
commissions plan for a new pump system and package plant demolition. She stated that Clyde, Sandusky 
County, and the Ohio Turnpike had all signed an agreement to amend the boundary. She asked for questions or 
discussion. Hearing none, Melissa Hopfer asked for a motion to approve the amendment. Kevin Aller, City of 
Sylvania, moved to approve. Steve Pilcher seconded. Motion carried.  
  
Public Comments   
None 
 
Adjourn 
Melissa Hopfer asked for a motion to adjourn. Edith Kippenhan, City of Toledo, moved to adjourn. Ben Pushka, 
Lucas County, seconded. Meeting adjourned at 1:24 pm. 
 
 

Future 2023 Water Quality Council Scheduled Meetings 
May 8, July 10, Sept 11, Nov 13 (Bimonthly, second Mondays at 1:00) 
 



Panel Discussion - Animal Operation and Manure Permitting Programs 
 Hosted by TMACOG Agriculture Committee and Water Quality Council 
Melissa Hopfer introduced the panelists Ashley Ward, Assistant Chief, Division of Surface Water, OEPA, and Sam 
Mullins, Chief, Division of Livestock Environmental Permitting, ODA, and moderator Mike Libben, Ottawa SWCD, 
Agriculture Committee Chair. She gave brief bios on all. 
 
Ashely Ward and Sam Mullins gave an overview of both agencies’ permitting programs. OEPA requires NPDES 
permits for any point source discharge to waters of the state. There are 21 active CAFOs that have these permits. 
ODA issues permit to install and permit to operate for CAFO and CAFF. There are currently 291 CAFFs in Ohio. 
Sam provided a sheet that included permitting thresholds based on numbers of animals. ODA currently 
processes 10 – 15 permits to install annually and 50 to 65 permits to operate annually with a renewal every 5 
years. 
 
Mike Libben asked questions presented by attendees and that had been submitted prior to the panel discussion 
and written questions submitted during the discussion. Both Ashley Ward and Sam Mullins answered questions 
posed by the attendees. 
 
 

Water Quality Council Roster 2023 2023 Water Quality Council Meetings  

  Category Appointee Jurisdiction/Organization 1/9 3/13 5/8 7/10 9/11 11/13 

  Chair  Melissa Hopfer Bowling Green State University Chairs attendance recorded under respective  member 
organizations   Vice - Chair  Kevin Laughlin Wood County Engineer's Office 

(M) WW Chair Kevin Aller City of Bowling Green    x         

(A) WW Vice-chair Jeff Lamson City of Fremont x x          

(M) SWC Chair Jay Mosley Lucas County Engineer's Office             

(A) SWC Vice-chair Lauren Rush City of Perrysburg x  x         

(M) PWS Chair John Hull Verdantas    x          

(A) PWS Vice-chair Andy McClure City of Toledo, Water Treatment             

  Proxy  Jenny Carter-Cornell Verdantas  x           

(M) Watersheds Chair Edith Kippenhan City of Toledo, Environmental Services x  x         

(A) Watersheds Vice-chair Kris Patterson Partners for Clean Streams    x         

(M) Agriculture Chair Mike Libben Ottawa County SWCD x x          

(A) Agriculture Vice - Chair Jim Carter Wood County SWCD   x          

(M) Lucas County Ben Pushka Lucas County Commissioners' Office x           

(A) Lucas County Pete Gerken Lucas County Commissioner             

(M) Wood County  Kevin Laughlin Wood County (Engineer's Office) x           

(A) Wood County Tom Stalter NWWSD             

(M) Ottawa County  Mark Coppeler Ottawa County Commissioner    X         

(A) Ottawa County James (Kelly) Fry Ottawa County Sanitary Engineer             

(M) Sandusky County Scott Miller Sandusky County Commissioner    X         

(A) Sandusky County  Charles Schwochow Sandusky County Commissioner             

(M) Monroe County Dave Thompson Monroe County Drain Commission    X         

(A) Monroe County Ryan Simmons Monroe County             

(M) Toledo Administration Andrew McClure City of Toledo Administration    X         

(A) Toledo Administration Patekka Bannister City of Toledo Administration    X         

(M) Toledo Council Nick Komives City of Toledo Council             

(A) Toledo Council Matt Cherry City of Toledo Council             

(M) City Caucus 1 Angie Ruiz City of Fremont x  X         

(A) City Caucus 1  Vacant               

(M) City Caucus 2 Jim Ludwig City of Waterville   x          

(A) City Caucus 2 Vacant City of Waterville             

(M) City Caucus 3 Matt Choma City of Perrysburg    X         

(A) City Caucus 3 AJ Coleman City of Perrysburg    X         

(M) Township Caucus 1 Mark Sattler Township of Jerusalem x  X         

(A) Township Caucus 1  David Bench  Township of Jerusalem             

(M) Township Caucus 2 Jacob Barnes Township of Springfield x  X         



(A) Township Caucus 2 Vacant               

(M) Township Caucus 3 Jon Eckel Township of Perrysburg x  X         

(A) Township Caucus 3 Vacant               

(M) Village Caucus 1 Dave Hower Village of Elmore             

(A) Village Caucus 1 Tom Jackson Village of Elmore             

(M) Village Caucus 2 Steven P. Pilcher Village of Whitehouse x  X         

(A) Village Caucus 2 Jordan Daugherty Village of Whitehouse             

(M) Village Caucus 3 Randy Genzman Village of Oak Harbor    X         

(A) Village Caucus 3 Quinton Babcock Village of Oak Harbor             

(M) Districts Caucus 1 Zuri Carter Metroparks of Toledo    X         

(A) Districts Caucus 1 Allen Gallant Metroparks of Toledo             

(M) Districts Caucus 2  Joe Cappel Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority    X         

(A) Districts Caucus 2 Brian Perz Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority             

(M) Districts Caucus 3 Jerry Greiner NWWSD             

(A) Districts Caucus 3 Garrett Chamberlain NWWSD x  X         

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 1 Kris Patterson Partner for Clean Streams x  X         

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 1  Bob Neubert Partner for Clean Streams             

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 2  Sally Gladwell Mannik & Smith    X         

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 2  Alex Peters Mannik & Smith             

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 3  Hans Rosebrock First Energy             

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 3 Nick Katsaros  First Energy             

(M) School,College & Univ 1  Patrick Lawrence, PhD University of Toledo    X         

(A) School,College & Univ 1  Defne Apul  University of Toledo             

(M) School,College & Univ 2 Melissa Hopfer Bowling Green State University x  X         

(A) School,College & Univ 2  Russ Mills Bowling Green State University             

(M) School,College & Univ 3 Bob Vasquez Toledo School Board             

(A) School,College & Univ 3  Vacant Toledo School Board             

(M) At Large 1 (M) Sandy Bihn Lake Erie Waterkeeper             

(A) At Large 1 (A) Tahree Lane Lake Erie Waterkeeper    X         

(M) At Large 2 (M) Vacant               

(A) At Large 2 (A) Vacant               

  Participants and Guests               

  OEPA - non-voting (P)  Kris Barnswell Northwest District Office Manager             

    Shannon Nabors OEPA x x          

  MDEQ - non-voting (P) Vacant               

  ODNR - non-voting (P) Amanda Kovach               

  ODA - non-voting (P) Clark Hutson ODA WLEB Coordinator   x          

    Frank Butwin Maumee Valley Heritage Corridod x           

    Jennifer Mayer CEC x           

    Fritz Byers Lucas County Commissioners Office x           

    Austin Serna Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur's office x  x         

    Melinda Barman Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur's office x           

    Sarah Helbig Little Long Lake Watersheds Association x           

  Jake Goetz City of Toledo  x     

  Samuel Mullins Ohio Department of Agriculture  x     

  Ashley Ward OEPA  x     

  Lauren Niner Ohio Department of Agriculture  x     

  Marjorie Mulcahy LEA  x     

  Pat Wright LEA/LEW  x     

  Joey Warner Lucas SWCD  x     

  Angelica Vazquez BGSU  x     

  Megan Grammer Sandusky SWCD  x     

  Scott Chalfin Sandusky County Farmer  x     

  Sandra Kosek-Sills Ohio Lake Erie Commission  x     

  Alice Godsey Alice Godsey Consulting LLC  x     

          

  TMACOG Staff                 

  Kari Gerwin   TMACOG Staff x  x         

  Sara Guiher   TMACOG Staff x           



  Matthew Kennedy   TMACOG Staff   x         

  Eric Kostecky   TMACOG Staff x  x         

  Ann Nair   TMACOG Staff x  x         

  Rosanna Hoelzle   TMACOG Staff x           

  Alex Aspacher   TMACOG Staff    x         

                    

                    

                    

 


