
Panel Discussion 
Animal Operation and Manure Permitting Programs 

March 13, 2023  
TMACOG Grand Lobby 

300 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. 
 

Hosted by TMACOG’s Agriculture Committee and Water Quality Council 
 
 
 
Moderator –  Mike Libben, Ottawa SWCD, Agriculture Committee Chair 
 
Panelists –   
Ashley Ward, Assistant Chief, Division of Surface Water, Ohio EPA  
Sam Mullins, Chief, Division of Livestock Environmental Permitting, Ohio Department of Agriculture  
 
Introduction 
 Melissa Hopfer, BGSU, Water Quality Council Chair 
 
Overview of ODA and OEPA Permitting Programs 

Ashley Ward & Sam Mullins 
  
Panel Discussion and Q&A 
 Moderated by Mike Libben 
 
Final wrap-up 

Ashley Ward & Sam Mullins 
 
Closing 
 Melissa Hopfer 
 
 
 
Attendees may submit questions for the panelists via note cards. Please return note cards to a member 
of the TMACOG Staff. 
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