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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
• A designation event for the Portage River Water Trail was held on Tuesday, July 19 in Oak Harbor, Ohio. Members 
of the Portage River Basin Council and other stakeholders have worked towards the designation since 2017. Major 
components of the project include printed maps and signage along the river to help paddlers navigate the water trail.  

• TMACOG has begun work on a project to address the impacts of road salts on area streams. The Stormwater 
Coalition will work with the University of Toledo and Partners for Clean Streams to develop resources and 
recommendations for road salt policies and practices for the region. A fall workshop with public maintenance and 
roads departments is being planned to begin developing recommendations. 

• TMACOG, Owens Community College, and the City of Toledo are collaborating with partners across the region to 
develop a water and wastewater workforce collaborative that will provide recruitment, training, and employment 
opportunities for individuals wishing to enter the water utility workforce. A kick-off meeting was held on August 23rd 
to form a steering committee and subcommittees as well as to begin gathering feedback from partners. 40 people 
attended the meeting representing 27 different regional organizations. 

• TMACOG staff have been working on the annual update process to the 208 Plan with outreach to designated 
management agencies for updates to their facility planning areas. County level meetings will be held in September to 
go over the updates. Additionally, staff are revamping the policy chapter. These updates will be presented to the 
Executive Committee in November and the Board of Trustees in December. 

• An overhaul of the 208 plan is in progress, to be completed during calendar years 2022-2024. The focus for 2022 
will be on policies included in the plan, with more focused chapters (e.g., wastewater and stormwater) to be 
addressed with member input in 2023.  

• Ohio EPA released draft preliminary modeling results (PMR) for the Maumee Nutrient TMDL that will drive Ohio’s 
efforts to address harmful algal blooms (HABs) in western Lake Erie. TMACOG submitted comments on the draft in 
consultation with committee leadership. Comments focused on the need to account for all nutrient sources, equitable 
nutrient reduction goals for local governments, and plans to address unregulated industries. 

• Ohio EPA has reviewed public comments on the PMR and is hosting a webinar on September 21 to share updates 
and revisions to the TMDL process. 

 
EDUCATION, OUTREACH & TRAINING 
• September 29 is the official date for 2022 Student Watershed Watch (SWW) water quality sampling. The Student 
Summit will be held at the Toledo Zoo’s Malawi Event Center on Friday, November 4. There are opportunities to 
volunteer throughout the program; contact Sara Guiher if you are interested. 

• To enhance the SWW, Water Quality staff are participating in Community Water Action Toledo, an effort to better 
coordinate volunteer water quality sampling in the greater Toledo area. Current partners include Partners for Clean 
Streams, Metroparks Toledo, The Toledo Zoo, and Toledo Rotary.   

• Staff have organized an in-person operator training course to be hosted at Owens Community College on October 
6th. This event will include presentations and hands-on learning focusing on microbiology and lab techniques for 
wastewater and drinking water systems. Three wastewater and two drinking water continuing education credits will 
be offered to operators.  

 



   
 

   
 

COMMITTEE UPDATES 
TMACOG Water Quality committees will continue to meet both virtually and in-person. Meeting dates, location, and 
other meeting information can be found on the TMACOG website calendar. 

Water Quality Council met at the Mott Branch Library on July 11. Tom Zimnicki, Alliance for the Great Lakes, 
presented the report Western Lake Erie Basin Drinking Water Systems: Harmful Algal Bloom Cost of Intervention that 
analyzed survey data collected from drinking water utilities in Ohio. The study found that some households pay up to 
an additional $100/year due to the increased costs to treat HABs.  

Stormwater Coalition met on July 21 featuring a presentation from Lucas County Engineers launching their Lake Erie 
Starts Here regional Stormwater Education Campaign with WTOL 11. Representatives from Ohio EPA then spoke 
about Stormwater Coalition’s feedback to the Construction General Permit as well as recent steps in the creation of 
the Maumee Nutrient TMDL.  

Wastewater Committee met on August 10 to discuss the Water Workforce Development Grant, 208 policy chapter, 
and a number of updates on current policy issues. The meeting was followed by a tour of the City of Perrysburg’s 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

Public Water Supply Committee met on September 1 to overview the Water Workforce Collaborative project and 
Mayor Stough of Sylvania led a discussion about concerns with backup drinking water supplies for the region. A tour 
was given before the meeting of the Toledo Water Treatment Plant.  

Agriculture Committee met on June 21 for a work session focused on the Agenda for Lake Erie update. The August 18 
meeting took place at Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, including a site tour of two H2Ohio projects.  

Watersheds Committee visited wetland and stream restoration projects nearly completed by Metroparks Toledo on 
July 26. These projects will restore floodplains and habitat on over 200 acres that were previously the Spuytan Duyval 
and Cottonwood Creek golf courses.  

Portage River Basin Council helped to coordinate the July 19 designation event for the Portage River Water Trail. The 
Council met on August 16 to evaluate the water trail designation, discuss any concerns from site owners installing 
signage and distributing brochures, and plan for upcoming work items. 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS    WATER QUALITY STAFF 
Water Quality Council: Nov 14 |1:00 p.m.   Kari Gerwin, Vice President of WQ Planning 
Portage River Basin Council: Nov 14 |1:00 p.m.  gerwin@tmacog.org 
Stormwater Coalition: Nov 14 |1:00 p.m.   Sara Guiher, WQ Planner 
Agriculture Committee: Nov 14 |1:00 p.m.   guiher@tmacog.org  
Watersheds Committee: Nov 14 |1:00 p.m.   Matt Kennedy, WQ Planner 
Wastewater Committee: Nov 14 |1:00 p.m.   kennedy@tmacog.org 
Public Water Supply: Nov 14 |1:00 p.m.   Eric Kostecky, WQ Planner 
        kostecky@tmacog.org 

       Ann Nair, WQ Administrative Assistant 
       nair@tmacog.org 
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