
          Water Quality Council 
          November 13, 2023, 1:00 PM 

                       TMACOG Grand Lobby 
                              Toledo, Ohio 
 

 
Welcome: 
Melissa Hopfer, Chair, BGSU, welcomed everyone to the meeting. She asked Sandy Spang to welcome guests. 
Sandy Spang stated that Kari Gerwin could not be in attendance today due to a family emergency. She then 
welcomed Archie Lundsey, OEPA, Mark Johnson, OEPA, Joy Mulinex, Ohio Lake Erie Commission, and Sandra 
Kosek-Sills, Ohio Lake Erie Commission. 
 
Maumee Nutrient TMDL  
Mark Johnson, Chief of Ohio EPA’s Division of Surface Water and Ashley Ward, Assistant Chief gave a brief 
background on the Maumee TMDL. They stated that it is a planning document to be used as a guideline for 
wastewater treatment plants. It sets limits for permits. The goal is to reduce phosphorus going into the lake by 
40%. He talked about the general permit. It will cover 39 facilities, which is 85% of the treatment plants. These 
plants will be grouped collectively. Any of these can be taken out of the group if they are habitual offenders. 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
Melissa Hopfer asked for a motion to approve the September 2023 meeting minutes. Ben Pushka, Lucas County, 
moved to approve. Edith Kippenhan, City of Toledo, seconded. Motion carried. Steve Pilcher, Whitehouse 
abstained as he was not at the meeting. 
 
Nominations for 2024 WQC Leadership and Representation on Executive Committee 
Sara Guiher, TMACOG, asked for a motion to open nominations – Edith Kippenhan moved to open. Steve Pilcher 
second.  
Sara Guiher asked for nominations. Edith Kippenhan nominated Melissa Hopfer as Chair and Kevin Laughlin as 
Vice Chair. 
Hearing no other nominations, Sara Guiher asked for a motion to close nominations. Ben Pushka moved to close. 
Edith Kippenhan seconded. 
Sara Guiher asked for a motion to approve nominations. Edith Kippenhan moved to approve. Ben Pushka 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
2024 Meeting Schedule  
February 12, May 13, August 12, November 4 (Quarterly, 2nd Mondays at 1:00, adjusted for holidays) 
Melissa Hopfer discussed the changes to the water quality committees moving forward. She also stated that 
WQC will move to quarterly meetings. She asked for discussion. Hearing none, she asked for a motion to 
approve the 2024 meeting schedule as listed. Ben Pushka moved to approve. Sally Gladwell, Mannik and Smith, 
seconded. Motion carried. 
   
Areawide Water Quality Management “208” Plan 2023 Update 
Sara Guiher gave an update on the changes to the 208 plan. She discussed the attainment maps and data, 
changes to appendix A and chapter 2. She stated that the Chapter 5 FPA updates were current. She then asked 
for questions or comments. Someone asked for a timeline for plan updates. 
Melissa Hopfer asked for a motion to recommend the 208 plan to the Board of Trustees for their approval.  Ben 
Pushka moved to recommend. Edith Kippenhan seconded. Motion carried. 
 



 
Lake Erie DAP  
Sandra Kosek-Sills PhD, Ohio Lake Erie Commission presented the 2023 Lake Erie Domestic Action Plan. There 
are 3 iterations of this plan. 2020 was the last revision. Lake Erie states and provinces have these plans to meet 
GLWQ Annex 4 goals. US has a plan that includes all the individual state plans. The Federal plan update should 
be done by first quarter 2024. The plan covers the northern border of Ohio, more than the TMDL. There has not 
been a change in focus. The plan includes agriculture best practices, wetland restoration, community sources 
treatment plants, HSTS, MS4, and watershed planning. She discussed several of these in more detail. She talked 
about what is new in the plan. The Draft is posted on the Lake Erie Commission website. Sandra addressed a 
question regarding the target date for a 20% and then 40% reduction, stating that the lag time and minimal 
information means that target dates have not been set. We could be approaching a 20% reduction now based on 
the data available. 
Followed by Q & A for all presenters. 
 
As the meeting approached its scheduled end, Melissa Hopfer asked that additional questions be sent by email 
to Sara Guiher or Ann Nair at TMACOG to forward. She thanked Mark Johnson, Ashley Ward and Sandra Kosek-
Sills for their time today. 
  
Public Comments   
None 
 
Adjourn 
Melissa Hopfer adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm 
 

Water Quality Council Roster 2023 2023 Water Quality Council Meetings  
  Category Appointee Jurisdiction/Organization 1/9 3/13 5/8 7/10 9/11 11/13 

  Chair  Melissa Hopfer Bowling Green State University Chairs attendance recorded under respective member 
organizations   Vice - Chair  Kevin Laughlin Wood County Engineer's Office 

(M) WW Chair Kevin Aller City of Bowling Green    x   x      

(A) WW Vice-chair Jeff Lamson City of Fremont x x      x    

(M) SWC Chair Jay Mosley Lucas County Engineer's Office             

(A) SWC Vice-chair Lauren Rush City of Perrysburg x  x         

(M) PWS Chair John Hull Verdantas    x      x  x  

(A) PWS Vice-chair Andy McClure City of Toledo, Water Treatment             

  Proxy  Jenny Carter-Cornell Verdantas  x      x     

(M) Watersheds Chair Edith Kippenhan City of Toledo, Environmental Services x  x x    x   X 

(A) Watersheds Vice-chair Kris Patterson Partners for Clean Streams    x    x     

(M) Agriculture Chair Mike Libben Ottawa County SWCD x x         X 

(A) Agriculture Vice - Chair Jim Carter Wood County SWCD   x      x   X 

(M) Lucas County Ben Pushka Lucas County Commissioners' Office x   x   x x   X 

(A) Lucas County Pete Gerken Lucas County Commissioner             

(M) Wood County  Kevin Laughlin Wood County (Engineer's Office) x           

(A) Wood County Tom Stalter NWWSD        x     

(M) Ottawa County  Mark Coppeler Ottawa County Commissioner    X    x     

(A) Ottawa County James (Kelly) Fry Ottawa County Sanitary Engineer             

(M) Sandusky County Scott Miller Sandusky County Commissioner    X         

(A) Sandusky County  Charles Schwochow Sandusky County Commissioner             

(M) Monroe County David Thompson Monroe County Drain Commission    X      x  X 

(A) Monroe County Ryan Simmons Monroe County       x      

(M) Toledo Administration Andrew McClure City of Toledo Administration    X        X 

(A) Toledo Administration Patekka Bannister City of Toledo Administration    X      x  X 

(M) Toledo Council Nick Komives City of Toledo Council      x       

(A) Toledo Council Matt Cherry City of Toledo Council             



(M) City Caucus 1 Angie Ruiz City of Fremont x  X     x    

(A) City Caucus 1  Vacant               

(M) City Caucus 2 Jim Ludwig City of Waterville   x          

(A) City Caucus 2 Vacant City of Waterville             

(M) City Caucus 3 Matt Choma City of Perrysburg    X     x   X 

(A) City Caucus 3 AJ Coleman City of Perrysburg    X   x      

(M) Township Caucus 1 Mark Sattler Township of Jerusalem x  X   x   X  x 

(A) Township Caucus 1  David Bench  Township of Jerusalem             

(M) Township Caucus 2 Jacob Barnes Township of Springfield x  X   x     x 

(A) Township Caucus 2 Vacant               

(M) Township Caucus 3 Jon Eckel Township of Perrysburg x  X    X     

(A) Township Caucus 3 Kelly Moore Township of Perrysburg          x   

(M) Village Caucus 1 Dave Hower Village of Elmore        X     

(A) Village Caucus 1 Tom Jackson Village of Elmore             

(M) Village Caucus 2 Steven P. Pilcher Village of Whitehouse x  X    X    x 

(A) Village Caucus 2 Jordan Daugherty Village of Whitehouse             

(M) Village Caucus 3 Randy Genzman Village of Oak Harbor    X    X     

(A) Village Caucus 3 Quinton Babcock Village of Oak Harbor             

(M) Districts Caucus 1 Zuri Carter Metroparks of Toledo    X      x   

(A) Districts Caucus 1 Allen Gallant Metroparks of Toledo             

(M) Districts Caucus 2  Joe Cappel Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority    X       x  

(A) Districts Caucus 2 Brian Perz Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority             

(M) Districts Caucus 3 Jerry Greiner NWWSD             

(A) Districts Caucus 3 Garrett Chamberlain NWWSD x  X    X x  x  

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 1 Kris Patterson Partner for Clean Streams x  X x   X  X x  

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 1  Bob Neubert Partner for Clean Streams             

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 2  Sally Gladwell Mannik & Smith    X    X  X x  

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 2  Alex Peters Mannik & Smith             

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 3  Hans Rosebrock First Energy             

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 3 Nick Katsaros  First Energy             

(M) School,College & Univ 1  Patrick Lawrence, PhD University of Toledo    X    X     

(A) School,College & Univ 1  Defne Apul  University of Toledo      x     x  

(M) School,College & Univ 2 Melissa Hopfer Bowling Green State University x  X    X    x 

(A) School,College & Univ 2  Vacant Bowling Green State University             

(M) School,College & Univ 3 Bob Vasquez Toledo School Board     x   x     

(A) School,College & Univ 3  Vacant Toledo School Board             

(M) At Large 1 (M) Sandy Bihn Lake Erie Waterkeeper       x      

(A) At Large 1 (A) Tahree Lane Lake Erie Waterkeeper    X  x       

(M) At Large 2 (M) Kevin Laughlin  City of Northwood      x    X x  

(A) At Large 2 (A) Vacant               

  Participants and Guests               

 OLEC – non-voting  Sandra Kosek-Sills Ohio Lake Erie Commission  x  X X x 

  Joy Mulinex Ohio Lake Erie Commission      x 

  OEPA - non-voting  Kris Barnswell Northwest District Office Manager             

  Archie Lundsey OEPA      x 

    Shannon Nabors OEPA x x  x   X     

  Ashley Ward OEPA  x    x 

  Mark Johnson OEPA      x 

  MDEQ - non-voting  Vacant               

  ODNR - non-voting  Amanda Kovach ODNR     x        

  Kevin Nemer ODNR    x   

  ODA - non-voting  Clark Hutson ODA WLEB Coordinator   x     X  X x  

  Samuel Mullins Ohio Department of Agriculture  x     

  Lauren Niner Ohio Department of Agriculture  x     

   Other participants Frank Butwin Maumee Valley Heritage Corridor x           

  Jennifer Mayer CEC x           

    Fritz Byers Lucas County Commissioners Office x           

    Austin Serna Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur's office x  x      X   

    Melinda Barman Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur's office x           



    Sarah Helbig Little Long Lake Watersheds Association x           

  Jake Goetz City of Toledo  x     

  Marjorie Mulcahy LEA  x     

  Pat Wright LEA/LEW  x     

  Joey Warner Lucas SWCD  x     

  Angelica Vazquez BGSU  x     

  Megan Grammer Sandusky SWCD  x     

  Scott Chalfin Sandusky County Farmer  x     

  Alice Godsey Alice Godsey Consulting LLC  x   X  

  Lucas Fink University of Toledo   x    

  Jordan Rofkar Verdantas   x    

  Dawn Bailey Toledo Zoo   x    

  Margo Puffenberger City of Maumee    x   

  Deanna Bobak CEC     x  

  Stacey Fowler Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur's office      x 

  Jim Shaw Lucas County      x 

  Jerry Bingham Ottawa County Health Department      x 

  TMACOG Staff                 

  Kari Gerwin   TMACOG Staff x  x x   X  X   

  Sara Guiher   TMACOG Staff x   x   X  X  x 

  Matthew Kennedy   TMACOG Staff   x    X     

  Eric Kostecky   TMACOG Staff x  x    X  X  x 

  Ann Nair   TMACOG Staff x  x  x  X  X  x 

  Rosanna Hoelzle   TMACOG Staff x      X     

  Alex Aspacher   TMACOG Staff    x         

   Sandy Spang    TMACOG Staff        X    x 

   Mike Tippet    TMACOG Staff        X     

   Zoe Quisenberry    TMACOG Staff        x  X x  
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