
          Water Quality Council 
          September 11, 2023, 1:00 PM 

                       TMACOG Boardroom 
                              Toledo, Ohio 
 

 
Welcome: 
Kevin Laughlin, Vice Chair, City of Northwood, welcomed everyone to the meeting. He introduced himself and 
asked for round table introductions.  
 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
Kevin Laughlin tabled this item due to lack of quorum. 
 
Funding Options for Water Quality Implementation 
Deanna M. Bobak, Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. Kevin Laughlin introduced Deanna Bobak and gave a 
brief bio.  
Deanna Bobak presented various funding op�ons. Due to the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, there is an 
unprecedented amount of funding available. $1.2 trillion with $550 billion in new funding and the rest going to 
exis�ng programs. 319 funding usually has a 60 – 40 match but is currently funding at 100%. Requires a 9-
element plan, Watersheds plan or NPS-IS plan. Other funding op�ons include, ODNR – Wetland restora�on, 
H2Ohio, H2Ohio Rivers ini�a�ve coming soon, Water Resource Restora�on Sponsor Program, Clean Ohio Fund, 
Ohio Public Works Commission, NRAC councils, Great Lakes Restora�on Ini�a�ve, Ohio Lake Erie Commission, 
Ohio Costal Management Grants, Na�onal Fish and Wildlife Founda�on and Na�onal Costal Resilience Fund. 
Followed by Q & A. 
 
Federal and State Funding for Environmental Justice Projects  
Sandra Kosek-Sills PhD, Ohio Lake Erie Commission. Kevin Laughlin introduced Sandra Kosek-Sills and gave a brief 
bio.  
Sandra Kosek-Sills presented various funding opportunities including Ohio Lake Erie Commission which has a 
focus on environmental justice. 8 Lake Erie coastal counties – focus on creating resiliency in underserved 
communities, based on income, unemployment, health, access, or other community conditions that may be 
disproportionally affected by hazards. Using multiple agencies’ criteria for describing who is underserved. She 
also discussed the Great Lakes Environmental Justice Grant Program. They are looking for applications to create 
a program and looking for someone to administer the Environmental Justice Grant Program. Followed by Q & A. 
  
208 Plan – 2023 Facility Planning Area Updates  
Sara Guiher, TMACOG, gave background of 208 plan and explained the current FPA updates. She discussed the 
2023 update annual process, the change to frequency of FPA updates, with the intent to provide in depth 
updates for 1 county each year. She then discussed the overhaul process, timeline, objectives for FY2024, and 
the planned meeting schedule for 2024. She discussed the plan for combining committee meetings to align with 
infrastructure and watersheds planning to support the 208 overhaul.  
 
Public Comments   
None 
 
 



Adjourn 
Kevin Laughlin adjourned the meeting at 2:19 pm 
 
Future 2023 Water Quality Council Scheduled Meetings 
Nov 13 (Bimonthly, second Mondays at 1:00) 
 

Water Quality Council Roster 2023 2023 Water Quality Council Meetings  
  Category Appointee Jurisdiction/Organization 1/9 3/13 5/8 7/10 9/11 11/13 

  Chair  Melissa Hopfer Bowling Green State University Chairs attendance recorded under respective member 
organizations   Vice - Chair  Kevin Laughlin Wood County Engineer's Office 

(M) WW Chair Kevin Aller City of Bowling Green    x   x      

(A) WW Vice-chair Jeff Lamson City of Fremont x x      x    

(M) SWC Chair Jay Mosley Lucas County Engineer's Office             

(A) SWC Vice-chair Lauren Rush City of Perrysburg x  x         

(M) PWS Chair John Hull Verdantas    x      x    

(A) PWS Vice-chair Andy McClure City of Toledo, Water Treatment             

  Proxy  Jenny Carter-Cornell Verdantas  x      x     

(M) Watersheds Chair Edith Kippenhan City of Toledo, Environmental Services x  x x    x    

(A) Watersheds Vice-chair Kris Patterson Partners for Clean Streams    x    x     

(M) Agriculture Chair Mike Libben Ottawa County SWCD x x          

(A) Agriculture Vice - Chair Jim Carter Wood County SWCD   x      x    

(M) Lucas County Ben Pushka Lucas County Commissioners' Office x   x   x x    

(A) Lucas County Pete Gerken Lucas County Commissioner             

(M) Wood County  Kevin Laughlin Wood County (Engineer's Office) x           

(A) Wood County Tom Stalter NWWSD        x     

(M) Ottawa County  Mark Coppeler Ottawa County Commissioner    X    x     

(A) Ottawa County James (Kelly) Fry Ottawa County Sanitary Engineer             

(M) Sandusky County Scott Miller Sandusky County Commissioner    X         

(A) Sandusky County  Charles Schwochow Sandusky County Commissioner             

(M) Monroe County David Thompson Monroe County Drain Commission    X      x   

(A) Monroe County Ryan Simmons Monroe County       x      

(M) Toledo Administration Andrew McClure City of Toledo Administration    X         

(A) Toledo Administration Patekka Bannister City of Toledo Administration    X      x   

(M) Toledo Council Nick Komives City of Toledo Council      x       

(A) Toledo Council Matt Cherry City of Toledo Council             

(M) City Caucus 1 Angie Ruiz City of Fremont x  X     x    

(A) City Caucus 1  Vacant               

(M) City Caucus 2 Jim Ludwig City of Waterville   x          

(A) City Caucus 2 Vacant City of Waterville             

(M) City Caucus 3 Matt Choma City of Perrysburg    X     x    

(A) City Caucus 3 AJ Coleman City of Perrysburg    X   x      

(M) Township Caucus 1 Mark Sattler Township of Jerusalem x  X   x   X   

(A) Township Caucus 1  David Bench  Township of Jerusalem             

(M) Township Caucus 2 Jacob Barnes Township of Springfield x  X   x      

(A) Township Caucus 2 Vacant               

(M) Township Caucus 3 Jon Eckel Township of Perrysburg x  X    X     

(A) Township Caucus 3 Kelly Moore Township of Perrysburg          x   

(M) Village Caucus 1 Dave Hower Village of Elmore        X     

(A) Village Caucus 1 Tom Jackson Village of Elmore             

(M) Village Caucus 2 Steven P. Pilcher Village of Whitehouse x  X    X     

(A) Village Caucus 2 Jordan Daugherty Village of Whitehouse             

(M) Village Caucus 3 Randy Genzman Village of Oak Harbor    X    X     

(A) Village Caucus 3 Quinton Babcock Village of Oak Harbor             

(M) Districts Caucus 1 Zuri Carter Metroparks of Toledo    X      x   

(A) Districts Caucus 1 Allen Gallant Metroparks of Toledo             

(M) Districts Caucus 2  Joe Cappel Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority    X         

(A) Districts Caucus 2 Brian Perz Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority             

(M) Districts Caucus 3 Jerry Greiner NWWSD             



(A) Districts Caucus 3 Garrett Chamberlain NWWSD x  X    X x    

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 1 Kris Patterson Partner for Clean Streams x  X x   X  X   

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 1  Bob Neubert Partner for Clean Streams             

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 2  Sally Gladwell Mannik & Smith    X    X  X   

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 2  Alex Peters Mannik & Smith             

(M) Non-gov'n Caucus 3  Hans Rosebrock First Energy             

(A) Non-gov'n Caucus 3 Nick Katsaros  First Energy             

(M) School,College & Univ 1  Patrick Lawrence, PhD University of Toledo    X    X     

(A) School,College & Univ 1  Defne Apul  University of Toledo      x       

(M) School,College & Univ 2 Melissa Hopfer Bowling Green State University x  X    X     

(A) School,College & Univ 2  Vacant Bowling Green State University             

(M) School,College & Univ 3 Bob Vasquez Toledo School Board     x   x     

(A) School,College & Univ 3  Vacant Toledo School Board             

(M) At Large 1 (M) Sandy Bihn Lake Erie Waterkeeper       x      

(A) At Large 1 (A) Tahree Lane Lake Erie Waterkeeper    X  x       

(M) At Large 2 (M) Kevin Laughlin  City of Northwood      x    X   

(A) At Large 2 (A) Vacant               

  Participants and Guests               

  OEPA - non-voting (P)  Kris Barnswell Northwest District Office Manager             

    Shannon Nabors OEPA x x  x   X     

  MDEQ - non-voting (P) Vacant               

  ODNR - non-voting (P) Amanda Kovach       x        

  ODA - non-voting (P) Clark Hutson ODA WLEB Coordinator   x     X  X   

    Frank Butwin Maumee Valley Heritage Corridod x           

    Jennifer Mayer CEC x           

    Fritz Byers Lucas County Commissioners Office x           

    Austin Serna Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur's office x  x      X   

    Melinda Barman Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur's office x           

    Sarah Helbig Little Long Lake Watersheds Association x           

  Jake Goetz City of Toledo  x     

  Samuel Mullins Ohio Department of Agriculture  x     

  Ashley Ward OEPA  x     

  Lauren Niner Ohio Department of Agriculture  x     

  Marjorie Mulcahy LEA  x     

  Pat Wright LEA/LEW  x     

  Joey Warner Lucas SWCD  x     

  Angelica Vazquez BGSU  x     

  Megan Grammer Sandusky SWCD  x     

  Scott Chalfin Sandusky County Farmer  x     

  Sandra Kosek-Sills Ohio Lake Erie Commission  x  X X  

  Alice Godsey Alice Godsey Consulting LLC  x   X  

  Lucas Fink University of Toledo   x    

  Jordan Rofkar Verdantas   x    

  Dawn Bailey Toledo Zoo   x    

  Margo Puffenberger City of Maumee    x   

  Kevin Nemis ODNR    x   

  Deanna Bobak CEC     x  

          

  TMACOG Staff                 

  Kari Gerwin   TMACOG Staff x  x x   X  X   

  Sara Guiher   TMACOG Staff x   x   X  X   

  Matthew Kennedy   TMACOG Staff   x    X     

  Eric Kostecky   TMACOG Staff x  x    X  X   

  Ann Nair   TMACOG Staff x  x  x  X  X   

  Rosanna Hoelzle   TMACOG Staff x      X     

  Alex Aspacher   TMACOG Staff    x         

   Sandy Spang    TMACOG Staff        X     

   Mike Tippet    TMACOG Staff        X     

   Zoe Quisenberry    TMACOG Staff        x  X   
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