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Memo 
Date: September 2, 2022 

To: Joe Shaw, Chair 
 Mike Pniewski, Vice Chair 
 Members of the Transportation Council 

From: David Gedeon, Vice President of Transportation 

Subject: TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 7, 2022 MEETING 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

This report is an update of staff activity and background on selected agenda items for our next 
Transportation Council meeting to be held on Wednesday, September 7, 2022. The agenda and 
meeting materials are available at https://tmacog.org/councils-committees/transportation-council. If 
you would like a hard copy or have any problems accessing any of the information, please contact 
Jodi Cole (ext. 1120). If you have any questions or concerns on any agenda items, please contact me 
(ext. 1125).  
 
Annual Work Program Completion Report (Agenda III) – As a condition for receiving federal 
transportation planning funds, TMACOG is required to submit a Completion Report to ODOT 
documenting work accomplished between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022 related to our Annual Work 
Program.  ODOT requires that the MPO Policy Board approve the FY 2022 Completion Report thus 
it is now submitted to Transportation Council for consideration prior to advancing to the TMACOG 
Executive Committee.   
 
2023-2024 Transportation Legislative Agenda (Agenda IV - For Approval) – Marissa Bechstein will 
present the updated Transportation Legislative Agenda for approval. The approach for this update 
was to again create a series of whitepapers expressing the consensus of the Transportation Coalition 
and transportation programmatic committee members that provided input.  Topics covered include 
funding, logistics, and modal transportation.  The Transportation Legislative Agenda and the Agenda 
for Lake Erie will be rolled out at the TMACOG Winter General Assembly in January.   
 
FY 2021-2024 TIP Amendment #17 (Agenda V – For Approval) – TIP amendment #17 adds 3 
projects to the 2021-2024 TIP, one at the request of the City of Toledo and two at the request of 
TARTA.  The City of Toledo project (LUC SR 25 3.00 – Anthony Wayne Trail Streetscape) adds the 
landscaping element to the Anthony Wayne Trail reconstruction project and does involve TMACOG 
managed funds but does not increase the commitment to the overall project.  The two projects 
requested by TARTA are for bus replacement <30’ and operational assistance.  The TARTA projects 
do not involve TMACOG managed funds. 
 
Resolution Urging Governor Mike DeWine and ODOT to Reconsider its Decision to End the Route 
23 Connect Study and Support an Improved Highway Connection Between Northwest Ohio and 
Columbus (Agenda VI - For Approval) – In April, TMACOG was informed by ODOT that the draft 
preliminary feasibility study was wrapping up and would conclude that none of the routes being 
studied were feasible and that the study would be coming to an end.  However, ODOT stated that an 
action plan would be developed to identify projects along US 23 to improve the corridor.  On May 
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9th, ODOT issued the public announcement that conveyed this information. TMACOG’s leadership, 
staff and partners remain disappointed over this decision to suspend the study. We have been working 
with our partners in an attempt to reengage the study and develop the free flow connection to 
Columbus that NW Ohio sought from the onset of the study.  The TMACOG Leadership 
Development Committee drafted and forwarded a resolution to Transportation Council urging the 
administration to continue study efforts for a long-term solution and an improved highway 
connection. 
 
BIL Grant Coordination (Agenda VII - For Information/Discussion) – Mike Beazley (ConnecToledo) 
and Simon Nyi (City of Toledo) have been invited to speak to the Transportation Council about their 
collaboration and grant writing efforts related to the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) and other 
funding sources.   
 
Public Comment Period (Agenda VIII) – Comments from the public. 
 
Standing and Ad Hoc Committee Reports (Agenda IX) – From Committee chairs 
 
Vice President’s Report (Agenda X – for discussion) – In addition to the above agenda topics and 
information covered in the Committee Reports, the following are other items members of 
Transportation Council should be aware of. 

• The University of Toledo, through the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science, submitted a proposal to the U.S. Department of Transportation for a University 
Transportation Center (UTC). The proposed name is the Center for Advanced Multimodal 
Transportation for Economic Strength (AMTES Center) and would focus on addressing the 
challenges of developing the next generation of transportation systems. The consortium members 
include The University of Toledo (lead, Toledo, OH), Alabama A&M University (Huntsville, 
AL), Case Western Reserve University (Cleveland, OH), Lehigh University (Bethlehem, PA), 
Lorain County Community College (Elyria, OH), and Wayne State University (Detroit, MI). 
 

• TMACOG staff met with the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority’s new Airport Director Tim 
O’Donnell and Joe Cappel to discuss long range planning efforts and future engagement. We hope 
to schedule a facility tour in conjunction with an upcoming Freight Advisory Committee meeting. 

 
• TMACOG hosted a meeting with DriveOhio and HNTB on July 19th to discuss the National 

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) statewide plan that Ohio is developing.  Participation was 
good and the discussion was robust.  Ohio's NEVI Plan provides a framework for building an EV 
charging network across the state to enable EV travel and spur economic development. The plan 
has been finalized and was submitted to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on Friday, 
July 29, 2022.  
 

• TMACOG held three Gas Cap Testing and Replacement Program events in July – Perrysburg 
High School, Westgate Village in Toledo, and Woodland Mall in Bowling Green.  Overall, staff 
tested 258 gas caps with 21 failures and cap replacements.  The events had very good media 
coverage which assisted with our Ozone Action Season educational efforts. 
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