
                                                                                                                       
 
 
TMACOG Passenger Rail Committee Agenda & Notes – November 2021 

Thursday, November 18, 2021, 2:30 p.m. via Videoconference 
 
Welcome and introductions – Tim Porter, Committee Chair 
 
1. The next phase of the Toledo to Detroit study and the Detroit-Toledo-Columbus 

corridor plan – Theresa Morris, Toledo City Council, District 6 
 
Councilwoman Morris introduced herself and talked a bit about her background and 
why she supports the development of passenger rail. She talked about the Toledo to 
Detroit plan and things are on hold until she builds interest in the plan among a 
council that includes many new members, and to see what the future holds 
regarding the city’s budget and possible federal infrastructure funds. 
 
She also talked about a possible Toledo to Columbus passenger rail connection and 
why this is important to residents of the Toledo region. Toledo City Council has 
approved $20 thousand to be used for a route study of a Toledo to Columbus 
connection and TMACOG will reimburse the city for the funds. 
 
She also talked about a CRISI grant (Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety 
Improvements) that NOACA (Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency), the 
MPO for the Cleveland area, is applying for to study the Chicago to Cleveland Amtrak 
corridor for needed improvements. This study came out of the discussion on 
problems with the corridor held a couple of months ago that included NOACA, 
TMACOG, CMAP (Chicago MPO), and congresswomen Marcy Kaptur and Marie 
Newman. The City of Toledo has drafted a letter of support for the study as has 
TMACOG. We welcome Councilwoman Morris as a member of the committee and 
look forward to her future participation. 
 

2. Toledo to Columbus passenger rail connection and proposed route study by TEMS 
– Roger Streiffert, TMACOG 
 
TMACOG staff spoke briefly about TMACOG’s involvement in a study of a Toledo to 
Columbus connection. This connection has been on the TMACOG long range 
transportation plan for many years and with MORPC’s 2019 study on a passenger 
rail (or hyperloop) connection between Fort Wayne and Columbus, it was a good 
time to take a fresh look at this connection. The City of Toledo is also interested in a 
Detroit-Toledo-Columbus corridor and TMACOG was able to fund a preliminary 
route study of the connection through TEMS. We hope to interest Columbus in the 
corridor by offering not only a connection to Toledo but also connections to Chicago, 
Cleveland, and hopefully Detroit by way of Toledo.  



 
3. MORPC passenger rail plans and studies; possible connection from Columbus to 

Toledo – Dina Lopez, Strategic Projects Manager, Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission (MORPC) 
 
Dina Lopez from MORPC addressed the group on a variety of topics that MORPC is 
working on for the Columbus region. Our committee has looked at MORPC’s 2019 
Rapid Speed Transportation Initiative, in particular the passenger rail connections. 
The RSTI will be absorbed into a new Interregional Connections Initiative which will 
include passenger rail as well as innovative modes including hyperloop and 
Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) services. MORPC will soon hold its first interregional 
Connections’ stakeholder meeting which will include academic and public and 
private sector leadership. 
 
MORPC will continue to work to make the case for passenger rail service in central 
Ohio. This includes Amtrak’s Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland corridor (3C+D) 
and the Chicago-Fort Wayne-Columbus connection. MORPC will also work with 
TMACOG to evaluate a possible Toledo to Columbus rail corridor and supports this 
project being included in the Interregional Connections Initiative. We hope to hear 
more from Dina and MORPC at future meetings. 

   
 

4. Roundtable discussion and committee member announcements – All Attendees 
  
Committee member Peter Vorhees shared with the committee some of the 
passenger rail details of the recently passed federal Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act. Peter also shared a map from the USDOT Federal Railroad Administration’s 
Midwest Regional Rail Plan. Peter’s information, including a Brightline plan, was sent 
to committee members. Both the infrastructure bill and the MWRR will be topics for 
future meetings. Thanks Peter. 
 
Vice Chair Tom Galloway gave an update on National Infrastructure Bank efforts and 
a link to an online webinar was sent to committee members. We will continue to 
follow the NIB progress. Thanks Tom. 
 

 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
Schedule of 2022 Passenger Rail Committee Meetings: 
 
Thursday, February 17, 2022, 2:30 p.m.  
Thursday, May 19, 2022, 2:30 p.m.  
Thursday, August 18, 2022, 2:30 p.m.  
Thursday, November 17, 2022, 2:30 p.m.  
 
Additional meetings scheduled as needed. 
 


