
                                                                              
     
TMACOG Freight Advisory Committee Agenda & Notes – November 2021 

Wednesday, November 17, 2021, 11:30 a.m. via video conference 
 

Welcome and introductions – Ray Huber, Committee Chair 

1. Update on major projects in the region/TRAC 2022-25 major new construction program – 
Kacey Young, Capital Programs Administrator, ODOT, District 2 

Kacey Young’s presentation covered the I-75 “mega-project”, stretching from Dorr Street in 
Toledo to near Glenwood Road in Wood County. Along with I-75 widening and 
reconstruction, the north project includes reconfigured interchanges at the Anthony Wayne 
Trail and South Avenue. It also includes reconstruction of the Anthony Wayne Trail, including 
bridges and ramps, at I-75 and new Dorr Street and Nebraska Ave bridges over I-75. 

The south project includes roadway reconstruction with the curve flattening between Wales 
Road and Miami Street for safer travel. The project also includes a reconfigured interchange 
at Miami Street and a new Disalle Bridge over the Maumee. The presentation included cost 
and building material details and impressive drone footage from both parts of the project. 

Future projects for the area include the widening of I-475 between US 24 and Airport Hwy 
along with a new diverging diamond interchange at US 20A, beginning in 2022. Another 
future project will be the widening of I-475 between the US 23 interchange and Douglas Road. 

From our discussion, the last piece of I-475 that will need to be widened will be from US 24 
to the I-75 interchange in Perrysburg and would need to include the widening of the I-475 
Maumee River bridge. Two safety concerns were pointed out: the dangerous merges at the 
I-475/US 24 interchange and the line-of-sight blockage at the foot of the Anthony Wayne Trail 
ramp to Collingwood Blvd. Kasey’s presentation will be posted to the committee web page.  

 

2. Update on the Route 23 Connect study/support for HCR 31, extension of I-73/I-74 in Ohio 
– Roger Streiffert, TMACOG 

Staff gave a brief update on the Route 23 Connect Study, the goal of which is to find a more 

efficient connection between Toledo and Columbus by addressing the chokepoint on US 23 

between Waldo and I-270. A presentation from the last study meeting was shared with the 

committee. The presentation showed possible routes to the east and to the west that could 

be used to bypass the congested section of US 23. The other option is to make major 

improvements to the current route that would increase speed and efficiency. 

Also, HCR 31, which extends the I-73/74/75 corridor initiative into Ohio is currently being 

considered by the Ohio General Assembly. The key part of this bill would be to provide 

improvements to the US 23 corridor. TMACOG provided written testimony for the bill. 



More information on the Route 23 Connect Study can be found at: 

https://publicinput.com/23connect. 

 

Brief discussion on the logistics choke points that are currently affecting the flow of goods 

– All Attendees 

The committee briefly discussed the logistics delay issues currently facing this region and the 

nation. From the discussion, truckers received a lot of misplaced blame for delays in the 

supply chain. However, delays in loading/unloading (detention time) are a major cause of 

shipping delays and truckers are not compensated for much of this time. A new system for 

paying truckers, possibly by time instead of miles, is needed to keep badly needed truckers 

on the job. Some companies have made this change and have no shortage of drivers. A couple 

of good articles are below (thanks Scott Grenerth): 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/truck-driver-shortage-supply-chain-issues-logistics-

11635950481?st=68qhr8blbrga3pr&reflink=desktopwebshare_twitter 

https://landline.media/detention-time-issue-under-fire-at-supply-chain-hearing/ 

The bulk of container ships are arriving at Los Angeles and Long Beach and not as many at 

east coast ports. There needs to be a better balance between west and east coasts (and Gulf 

coast) to provide resiliency in the supply chain and avoid container ship backups. 

Officials at the Port of Toledo were asked about container shipments moving through the 

port. Toledo is used mainly for bulk or project cargo and a facility to handle containers would 

have to be added along with a customs operation. In the end, the number of containers the 

port could handle would be limited by the size of the Welland Canal and the size of Great 

Lakes’ ships. It would be little relief for the backup of ships off California. 

The logistics choke point discussion will continue at future meetings. 

  

3. Various topics for discussion and committee member announcements – All Attendees 

Staff reported on a Chamber of Commerce webinar on the Gordie Howe Bridge. Design is 

mostly complete, and construction is moving along and entering its busiest stage. The bridge 

is still on schedule for a late 2024 opening. 

Tom Galloway reported on National Infrastructure Bank efforts and webinar information was 

shared with the committee. We will continue to follow NIB progress. 

The committee would like to include safety studies as a topic at future meetings. 

Ray Huber passed the chairmanship of the committee to Scott Grenerth and Hans Rosebrock 

for 2022. Thank you, Ray, and Jim Jacobs, for your guidance and leadership over the years. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 
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