
Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments 
Transportation Planning Committee 

Tuesday, June 15th, 2021 1:00 pm 
Minutes 

 Individuals Present:  

Ron Myers 
Christina Deehr  
Cindy Kerr  
Ray Huber 
Joe Shaw 

Frank Burkett 
Mike Hampton 
Tom Kovacik  
Raymond Luk  
Gary Stookey 

Eddie Chou 
William Harbert 
Patrick Etchie 
Tim Porter 
  

 

TMACOG Staff Present: 

 Marissa Bechstein                   Dave Gedeon                 Lance Dasher  Lisa Householder 

I. Welcome, Introductions, Approval of April Task Force Minutes 
Ron Myers convened the meeting and roll call was taken. Tom Kovacik made a motion to approve the April 
minutes and Tim Porter seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

II. Election of Chair and Vice Chair – Both Ron Myers and Kris Cousino agreed to continue another year as Chair 
and Vice Chair. No other nominations were presented. Joe Shaw made a motion to accept Ron and Kris as Chair 
and Vice Chair and Gary Stookey seconded the motion. 

III. Review Long Range Plan Priority Project – Marissa Bechstein presented the long range plan priority projects. In 
order to track plan implementation and make it easier to update the list for the plan update, committee 
members will be reviewing the plan on a yearly basis. For future review lists project sponsors will be included. 
Additionally, there was a brief discussion over the future of the plan. Scenario planning and visioning will be 
needed in order to make sure projects are included in the plan that represent the future of the region. 

IV. Future Meeting Location – The future meeting location was discussed. It was decided that the Planning 
Committee would like to move forward with a Hybrid meeting for the August committee meeting.  

V. Major Project Updates 
a. ODOT Updates I-475/Dorr St. On schedule*Opening interchange prior to Solheim Cup (~August 1) 

Contract completion April ’22. I-75 River Bridge/Downtown On schedule*Downtown ramp closed June 
7River bridge traffic switch in July Contract completion Fall ’23. I-75 Paving (I-280 → Michigan) On 
schedule*Traffic reduced to 2 lanes each direction Contract completion October ’21. I-280 Bridge 
Overlay On schedule*Traffic reduced to 2 lanes each direction Intermittent ramp closures Contract 
completion October ’21. 

b. TMACOG Updates – The US 23 Connect stakeholder meetings are underway. The NW Ohio meeting will 
be held virtually on June 24th. To find more information on this study you can visit 
publicinput.com/23connect. ODOT district 2 has submitted two projects to TRAC, only one of the 
projects are in our planning area. The project from our area is the I-475/US 23 to Douglas Road 
widening project. The Hands Free Ohio proposal was not included in the Transportation Bill. However, it 
has recently been reintroduced in HB 283. TIP solicitation is underway for all three funding sources 
(STBG, CMAQ, and TA). There will be additional dollars available for STBG from COVID relief funding. 
The deadline to submit projects is July 30th. The gas cap program will occur again this summer. There 
will be two events, one in Lucas County and one in Wood County. TMACOG has also hired interns to 
resume the traffic counting program. TMACOG is working on an ITS Architecture update and currently is 
conducting a stakeholder survey. The last day to take the survey is Friday June 18th.  

c. Additional Updates - none 
VI. Committee Roundtable – Ray Huber brought up a concern about potential overlap and duplication of planning 

efforts of the TMACOG subcommittees. He has noticed that many of the same items are discussed at both the 
Freight Committee meetings and Transportation Planning Committee meetings. Dave Gedeon explained how 
the structure of the committee work. The specific modal committees report back to the Planning Committee 
and outcomes from the modal committees are incorporated into the long range plan. It is the responsibility of 
TMACOG staff to make sure that information is shared.  



VII. Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned   

 


