
 

 

                                                                                                                      
 
 
TMACOG Passenger Rail Committee Agenda & Notes – August 2022 

Thursday, August 18, 2022, 2:30 p.m. TMACOG Library/Video Conference 
 
Welcome and introductions – Tim Porter, Committee Chair 
 
1. General update on Ohio passenger rail plans and developments/follow-up 

questions and discussion – Stu Nicholson, Executive Director, All Aboard Ohio 
 

Stu Nicholson talked about the status of passenger rail in Ohio and gave us an update 
on the Amtrak plan for Ohio. Discussion highlights included: 
 

• There appears to be good support for passenger rail expansion in Ohio among 
legislators and the governor’s office in Columbus. 

• Because of opposition to funding passenger rail among some legislators, 
Governor DeWine will most likely wait until after the November election before 
making any announcement on passenger rail development. 

• Support of state legislators, such as Haraz Ghanbari, is crucial to moving any 
passenger rail projects forward in Ohio. 

• Amtrak will be working with ODOT to determine which routes from their Ohio 
plan they will pursue. 

• Stu has a good feeling that the Cleveland to Detroit (via Toledo) route will be 
included because it is relatively short, connects two existing Amtrak routes, and 
the freight rails are in place. 

• The 3C+D corridor (Cleveland/Columbus/Cincinnati/Dayton) is also likely to be 
included but would need extensive track improvements and new stations to be 
built to be functional. Building the 3C+D will be costly and take many years. 

• Completing the Toledo to Detroit connection can help Amtrak show progress with 
a reasonably low cost and short time frame project, as compared to the 3C+D. 

• Establishing the Detroit connection puts Toledo in a good position as a rail hub 
with connections to Chicago, Cleveland, and Detroit, as well as Ann Arbor. 

• If Amtrak adds a connection from Detroit to Windsor and Toronto, that makes the 
Toledo to Detroit connection even more valuable with Toledo as a rail hub. 

• A connection from Columbus to Toledo would be more desirable, have higher 
ridership potential, and would more likely be built with the Detroit connection in 
operation.  

• Communities along the 3C+D are preparing for rail service by planning for new 
stations or renovating old stations such as the one in Columbus. 

• Sandusky is looking to upgrade their train station and have applied for a CRISI 
(Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements) grant to fund a study. 



 

 

• NOACA did not receive the CRISI grant they were hoping to use to fund a study on 
improving service on the Chicago to Cleveland Amtrak corridor. Hopefully funding 
can be obtained in the future.  

 
Thanks to Stu Nicholson for providing great information leading to a long and lively 
discussion session. 
 

2. Miscellaneous topics for information and discussion – All Attendees 
 

Jerry Wicks would like to see all the various regional passenger rail initiatives in a 
chart with details including the status on planning and implementation. This 
information can be used to inform stakeholders or the public on the status and time 
frame of a particular project.   
 
The Cadillac/Wexford Transit Authority, working with Groundwork Center in Traverse 
City, has been awarded a $1.3 million RAISE (Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity) grant to advance Phase II in the northern Michigan 
passenger rail planning study. This is the Ann Arbor to Traverse City plan that James 
Bruckbauer talked about at the May committee meeting. The grant will fund the 
development of a Service Development Plan for the rail project. A connection from 
Toledo to Ann Arbor to Traverse City would add further value to Toledo as a rail hub. 
 
TMACOG is encouraging regional jurisdictions to take advantage of the availability of 
funding through the Railroad Crossing Elimination Grant Program which can provide 
funds for rail crossing closures, grade separations, track relocations, and other safety 
improvements. Several area jurisdictions are looking at possible improvement sites. 

 
3. Committee member announcements 
 

Tim Porter announced that the 2023 NOPRA Toledo Rail Forum has been scheduled 
for Monday, February 27 at MLK Plaza. Tim is looking for speakers for the event. 
 
Dina Lopez, who has presented to our committee at a previous meeting, has left 
MORPC and is now with the Federal Highway Administration in Columbus. 
 
We welcome Katie Hunt Thomas to the committee representing The Ability Center. 
 

Meeting Adjourned 
 
Schedule of 2022 Passenger Rail Committee Meetings: 
 
Thursday, August 18, 2022, 2:30 p.m.  
Thursday, November 17, 2022, 2:30 p.m.  
 
Additional meetings scheduled as needed. 
 


