
   

TMACOG Passenger Rail Committee Agenda & Notes – May 2021  
Thursday, May 27, 2021, 2:30 p.m. via Videoconference 
 
Welcome and introductions – Tim Porter, Committee Chair 
 
1. Amtrak: Planning for the future of rail – an investment connecting America – 

Derrick James, Amtrak Government Affairs                                                 
 
Our guest speaker was Derrick James, Senior Manager of Government Affairs for 
Amtrak. Derrick is responsible for directing outreach to state legislators, local 
officials, and advocacy organizations in a 13-state Amtrak-served area in the 
Midwest. Derrick is based in Chicago, Illinois. Derrick started the meeting with a 
presentation.  Below are highlights:  
 

• Derrick gave a brief overview of Amtrak history which included a map of the 
original service network from 1971. Details of how Amtrak operates across the 
various corridors it serves was included. 

• Derrick covered Amtrak’s source of funding, operating costs, and earnings over 
the last several years. Amtrak was on track to eliminate its operating loss by 
2020 but did not achieve that goal due to the COVID pandemic. 

• Amtrak has announced a national plan for improvements and expansion. 
Implementation of the plan is dependent on an increased and reliable level of 
federal funding in the future, beginning with the next transportation bill. 

• There are many passenger-rail underserved cities in the U.S. where the original 
Amtrak network from 1971 has never been improved or expanded to meet a 
larger demand. 

• The sweet spot for Amtrak service is 100 to 500 miles, too far to drive but too 
close to fly. These are the prime corridors for expansion. 

• Expanded Amtrak service can also help alleviate heavily congested corridors by 
getting travelers off the highway and on to passenger rail. 

• Derrick talked about plans for Ohio including the 3C+D corridor (Cleveland, 
Columbus, Cincinnati plus Dayton), additional routes from Cleveland to New York 
cities, a Toledo to Detroit connection, and increased service between Cleveland 
and Chicago, including the Toledo station. 

• Cleveland, Columbus, and Cincinnati being relatively close together offer a prime 
corridor for new Amtrak service. 

• Corridors that connect existing service and where freight rails already exist, such 
as Toledo to Detroit, are in a better position for development than corridors 
where current service does not exist, such as the 3C corridor. 

• This puts the Toledo to Detroit corridor in a good position for development and 
the Toledo to Detroit feasibility study from TEMS also helps the cause. 

• Derrick encouraged us all to show support for the Amtrak plan by contacting our 
legislators and letting them know we support passenger rail expansion. 



   

• More information on Amtrak’s plan can be found at the following website: 
https://www.amtrakconnectsus.com/ 

 
2. Amtrak’s Plan: Follow-up questions and discussion – Derrick James/All Attendees 

 
After the presentation Derrick took questions from the attendees and good 
discussions followed.  Highlights included: 
 

• The Toledo to Detroit connection is a project that the City of Toledo, TMACOG, 
and other partners have been planning and promoting for the last couple of 
years. Derrick encourages the partners in this plan to move forward with the 
next phase of the study to show Amtrak how important this connection is to 
both northwest Ohio and southeast Michigan. 

• Amtrak would consider connecting to Detroit Metro from Toledo if that plan is 
workable, or they could connect to the MDOT east-west line just south of 
Detroit.  Either route would give Toledo access to Detroit Metro if a station were 
located at the airport. 

• Amtrak will consider station placement along a Toledo-Detroit corridor later in 
the development stage of the project, should it happen. 

• If rail service through Toledo is increased, Amtrak would consider making 
whatever improvements necessary to the Toledo station to handle the increased 
rail traffic and passengers. 

• Currently, there is no timeline for any of the proposed plans and implementation 
depends on increased federal funding. 

• The Amtrak map of proposed routes included in Derrick’s presentation was 
developed based on a proposed level of ridership that would make these routes 
successful. If the route was not included on the map, such as Columbus to 
Chicago, Amtrak does not consider the route to have projected number of 
passengers to be financially feasible. 

• Full dining service will be restored to many of the routes, but not all, where it 
was previously replaced with a more casual service.  

• Full Amtrak service cut by the pandemic will be restored by May 31, 2021.  
 

We thank Derrick James for his presentation, and we will continue to follow and 
discuss developments in Amtrak’s national and Ohio plans for expansion. 
 

3. Other miscellaneous topics as time allows – All Attendees 
  

• The National Infrastructure Bank plan is a possible way to pay for the high cost of 
needed infrastructure projects and could also be used to supplement 
infrastructure legislation that falls short of the funds that are needed. For 
information on the NIB plan visit: https://www.nibcoalition.com/ 

• The committee thanks former Toledo City Council member Chris Delaney for his 
guidance and support of the Toledo-Detroit connection plan and welcomes the 

https://www.amtrakconnectsus.com/
https://www.nibcoalition.com/


   

opportunity to work with new District 6 council member Theresa Morris.  
Councilwoman Morris is a passenger rail advocate and would like to be involved 
in regional rail planning efforts. We look forward to meeting and working with  
Councilwoman Morris.  
 

4. Roundtable Discussion or Announcements – All Attendees 
  
The next committee meeting is scheduled for August 19 and could be an in-person 
meeting if the pandemic situation continues to improve and committee members 
would like to meet in person.  More discussion on this topic to follow. 
 

Meeting Adjourned 
 
 
Schedule of 2021 Passenger Rail Committee Meetings: 
 
Thursday, May 27, 2021, 2:30 p.m.  
Thursday, August 19, 2021, 2:30 p.m.  
Thursday, November 18, 2021, 2:30 p.m.  
  
Additional meetings scheduled as needed. 
 

 


