
   

 

TMACOG Passenger Rail Committee Agenda & Notes – August 2021 

Thursday, August 19, 2021, 2:15 p.m. via Videoconference 
 
Welcome and introductions – Tim Porter, Committee Chair 
 
1. Chicago to Cleveland passenger rail corridor improvements coalition – Roger 

Streiffert, TMACOG 
 
TMACOG staff attended a meeting hosted by NOACA (MPO for Cleveland) on the 
Cleveland to Chicago passenger rail corridor. The focus was on what can be done to 
improve this corridor for faster and more efficient service.  Various speakers were 
invited to talk about the corridor and what improvements needed to be made. 
Speakers included: 
 
Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, Ohio’s 9th district 
Congresswoman Marie Newman, Illinois’ 3rd district 
Amit Bose, Deputy Administrator of the Federal Railroad Administration 
Joe Shacter, Amtrak 
Grace Gallucci, NOACA 
Erin Aleman, CMAP (MPO for Chicago) 
James Turnwald (MPO for South Bend, Indiana area) 
Stu Nicholson, AAO 
Laura Kliewer, Midwest Interstate Passenger Rail Commission 
Rick Harnish, High Speed Rail Alliance 
Alex Metcalf, TEMS 
 
This was an introductory meeting and provided an overview of the corridor along 
with a look at the many issues involved in trying to improve service. Grace Gallucci 
from NOACA said this group will meet periodically and will try to develop some next 
steps and eventually some possible solutions. Staff will keep the committee 
informed of any further progress.   
 

2. Regional passenger rail concepts: Regional commuter rail/A2TC project connection 
– Jerry Wicks/All Attendees 
 
Jerry talked briefly about three of the passenger-rail concepts he has developed for 
the region. The first is a regional commuter rail that would connect suburbs and 
colleges and universities. Using existing rails, this concept would link Sylvania, 
Toledo, BG, and Findlay. A new Maumee River rail bridge would be a part of the 
plan. 
 
A second concept would be to connect Toledo with the Ann Arbor to Traverse City, 
Michigan initiative (A2TC). This link would create the northern leg of the Ohio-
Michigan Enterprise Corridor concept and provide rail access to Ann Arbor and a 



   

 

tourist link between Toledo and northern Michigan. Link to A2TC: 
https://www.groundworkcenter.org/a2tc-rail-project/ 
 
The third concept would be an excursion train connecting Grand Rapids to 
Waterville using the old Bluebird right of way, with a possible extension to Toledo’s 
Amtrak station. The excursion train’s corridor could also have a bike path parallel to 
the rail line. The committee also discussed the importance of preserving the old 
Bluebird right of way for future corridor development. Excursion train concept link: 
https://www.tracerailway.com/ 
 
All these concepts would need a funding source for feasibility studies. The 
committee briefly discussed RAISE grants and what is involved with putting together 
an application for these highly competitive grants. RAISE grant info:  
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants 
 

3. The Lakeshore Rail Alliance: the Chicago to New York lakeshore corridor – Tim 
Porter, Committee Chair 
 
Tim Porter briefly discussed the Lakeshore Rail Alliance and plans to improve and 
expand service on this crucial corridor that connects New York to Chicago and 
includes Toledo. If an increase in federal funding for passenger rail eventually 
becomes a reality, Amtrak could increase and improve service on this corridor. The 
web link for the Lakeshore Rail Alliance is https://www.lakeshoretrain.org/. 
 

4. The federal infrastructure bill: what is included and what is not – All Attendees 
 
The committee discussed provisions included in the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, particularly those for passenger rail. The latest numbers 
are $66 billion for passenger and freight rail. A large portion of the Amtrak funds 
would be used to modernize the rail lines in the northeast but there would also be 
money for intercity rail service, including high-speed rail. This amount is 
considerably less than the $80 billion that President Biden wanted to provide to 
Amtrak and for passenger rail improvements, but still much more than has been 
allocated for passenger rail in decades. 
 

5. Update on National Infrastructure Bank efforts – Tom Galloway, Vice Chair 
 

Tom Galloway gave an update on efforts to establish a National Infrastructure Bank. 
There are many shovel-ready projects nationwide that are ready to go and need 
funding. The NIB concept would provide up to $4 trillion at a 2% loan rate for 
highway improvements, mass transit including passenger rail, water supply, housing, 
schools, electricity grids, broadband, and other projects. 
 

https://www.groundworkcenter.org/a2tc-rail-project/
https://www.tracerailway.com/
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants
https://www.lakeshoretrain.org/


   

 

The establishment of a NIB is supported nationwide and statewide by legislators, 
jurisdictions, MPOs, and other entities. With a federal infrastructure bill getting 
closer to a reality, the NIB could be used as supplemental funding for those projects 
that do not get the federal funds. For more information and upcoming webinars visit 
the NIB Coalition website: https://www.nibcoalition.com/ 

 
6. TMACOG annual planning funds for passenger rail studies – Roger Streiffert, 

TMACOG 
  
In 2018, TMACOG agreed to provide $10,000 seed money for feasibility studies for 
passenger rail projects. That amount was raised to $20,000 late in 2018 and was 
used to help fund the initial Toledo to Detroit study from TEMS. The money was not 
used in 2019 or 2020 and is available to help fund the next step in the Toledo to 
Detroit study or to help fund other passenger rail feasibility studies. The committee 
would like to only use a portion of the funds for the Toledo to Detroit project and 
use the remainder toward a feasibility study for another passenger rail project. We 
will continue to discuss the future use of the funds moving forward. 

 
7. Roundtable Discussion or Announcements – All Attendees 

  
The Toledo to Detroit corridor project is still alive and those connected to the 
project at the City of Toledo are hoping that the city will include the $300,000 in the 
budget that is needed for the next phase of the study. We will keep tabs on any 
progress. 
 
The plight of the old Waterville interurban bridge was briefly discussed. The latest 
word is that if ODOT does not get a bidder with a solid plan for preserving the bridge 
within 60 days, it may be scheduled for demolition. 

 
Meeting Adjourned 

 
 

Next Passenger Rail Committee meeting: 
Thursday, November 18, 2021, 2:30 p.m.  
 

Additional meetings can be scheduled as needed  

https://www.nibcoalition.com/

