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Wabash Cannonball Corridor Coordinating Committee 
ANNUAL MEETING 

Thursday, March 5, 2016     3:00 p.m. 

Whitehouse Village Hall, 6925 Providence St. 
NOTES 
 
I. Introductions; review of agenda; approval of 2015 notes     
 Steve Pilcher moved, Joe Camp seconded, and minutes were approved. 
 
II.   Election of officers   
 Tom Hall was re-elected for 2016. 
  
III. Financial matters 

A. Current administrative fund balance:  $3,285. Potential uses of the fund were discussed 
especially with respect to upgrading the website that NORTA maintains, or to support the 
NORTA newsletter.  
 

IV. Reports  
Wauseon – Continuing to maintain/manage vegetation along the trail. Want to get more signage 
up. Working on plans to improve the railroad crossing just east of Wauseon near County Road 11 
This is a very busy rail line. Consider the example of the crossing near Fallen Timbers. Another 
example would be to look at a serpentine crossing. 
 
NORTA:  Shared several photos of recent improvements.  
� The portion of the trail from SR 15 to CR 13 (Williams County) is now fat tire friendly. Hilltop 

School in West Unity has established access to the trail for the track team and phys ed 
classes. A ramp from Wms Co Rd 15 and parking lot has been developed. The beaver creek 
bridge has been widened by NORTA members and volunteers; the group can now get 
mowing tractors and patrolling units across the bridge.  

� In Henry County, NORTA is buying 1/3 acre to get past the ditch between CR 6C and CR 7. 
This will complete NORTA’s portion of the South Fork into Liberty Center. Also working to get 
an easement to put the trail on Cherry St in Liberty Center to get into town and the historical 
RR depot. In a later phase, would like to get a connection down to the Maumee River and 
the Buckeye Trail. 

� In Fulton County, Metroparks is supporting TAP application for improving the North Fork 
from the Fulton County line to Road 11. MVPO is assisting with the application. 

� Over $5000 was raised in 2015 Steel Race.  
� Jack Stoner, longtime supporter passed away recently. He and his late wife Dortha were 

instrumental in supporting trail development. 
� Working to finish last mile into Montpellier and the ½ mile into Liberty Center. Would like to 

partner with Lucas County Engineer to establish a memorial shelter at Neapolis, replacing 
the memorial removed earlier at Manore Rd. 

� NORTA fundraising and membership continue to be tough challenges. Would like to try to 
create a bike/fundraiser on the trail. 
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Metroparks: Fallen Timbers Battlefield Visitor Center and associated parking are completed 
including a visitor center for the Fallen Timbers Battlefield, which also serves as a trail head for 
the Wabash. It has parking, a drinking fountain, a fix-it station for bike work, and restrooms. 
� The Chessie Circle Trail right of way is certified for the Metroparks portion of the trail and 

will soon be paved. This includes a bridge over the Anthony Wayne Trail. 
� Metroparks is developing a single trail bike trial with a trail head near the Wabash. This is to 

be designed for mountain bikes. Metroparks is also developing a north-south connector in 
the Oak Openings corridor. 

 
Lucas County:  The County is allocating annual funds for trail maintenance, especially drainage 
and removal of deal ash trees. 
 
Whitehouse: Wrapped up the parking lot along the trail near Providence Street. Constructing a 
new park pavilion which will become the new home for the Farmer’s Market. Presenting 
proposed connections along SR64 on Waterville Street. The idea is to have a loop to get to the 
trail. The sense is that the Wabash has helped attract and strengthen businesses town. 
 
Maumee: Has constructed a visitors’ center on Jerome Road. The paved berm along River Road 
becomes a side path along Side Cut Park thanks to an effective partnership with Metroparks. 
Will do a formal dedication of this new facility soon. 

 
VI. Other development / management issues; other business 

� A bike network map from the approved TMACOG 2045 Plan was shared. Also shared was a 
map on proposed US numbered bicycle routes in the TMACOG and MVPO regions to show 
how the proposed 40A would connect to the Wabash.  Formal support for the proposed 
routes will be sought and a template for jurisdictions for resolutions and a sample support 
letter for NORTA will be provides. 

� NORTA: There are lots of inquiries about camping—especially from through hikers on the 
North Country Trail. Are there camping policies in place in any of the communities along the 
Wabash that could be posted on the NORTA website? Wauseon does not allow camping in 
its park. There are some zoning issues that apply to areas with more than three campsites. 
There is a B&B in Wauseon on Burr Road. 

� The group discussed the goal of wider distribution for the NORTA fliers. The flier contains a 
Trail map and a membership form, and it was briefly discussed that the brochure could also 
be upgraded in terms of design and content and possible list other trail partners on the flier. 
Members offered to distribute the flier in Whitehouse and Wauseon. 

 
VII. Next meeting date and proposed agenda items 

The next meeting date was set for Thursday, March 2, 2017, 3:00 p.m., Oak Openings Preserve 
Metropark.  (2018 location: Maumee)  


