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Governor Mike DeWine 
Riffe Center, 30th Floor 
77 South High Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 

Dear Governor DeWine: 

I was extremely disappointed to read about the decision to stop the study for possible connectors 
between Toledo and Columbus via an upgrade to Route 23 or U.S. 33 in Delaware County.  As a 
frequent traveler using this highway, I can attest to the increased amount of traffic that uses this 
roadway. It is unfortunate that the need to improve this corridor seems to fall on deaf ears here in 
central Ohio.  

With commerce opening up and the need to move goods, I have noticed increased truck traffic 
on the route into Columbus.  I am sure the Ohio Department of Transportation has information 
that corroborates this increase in truck traffic.  And an unfortunate corollary is, in general, 
increased traffic results in an increase in accidents.  I would be interested in knowing whether 
this was considered in the initial work of this study.    

I won’t belabor the points that others have made about the technical and logistic aspects of this 
erroneous decision.  I believe that you have received communication from the Toledo Area 
Regional Chamber of Commerce.  I am also sure that you are aware of the public comments of 
TAGNO which has been a strong advocate for connecting Toledo to Columbus.  

If I understand the decision correctly, the “financial feasibility” doesn’t make sense to convert 
the existing U.S. 23 into a freeway.  Additionally, it seems that the determination of the impact 
on “cultural and natural resources” is another reason for stopping the study.  While I am not one 
who believes in doing a “useless thing”, I feel that the funding from Toledo Metropolitan 
Council of Government was a useless thing.  I am especially perplexed why this study was 
stopped without possible discussion on ways to accomplish the goal and eliminating or reducing 



the potential harm listed.    From the report that I read, I did not see any discussion.  It is a shame 
that once again, Northwest Ohio is not able to help find a solution for a state wide problem. 

As stated in the Chamber’s communication, there is such a potential growth and need for 
expanded transportation in Ohio with Canada.  The success of having the Intel development 
locate in Toledo is such a great win for the state.  However, this decision effectively creates a 
road block for potential growth for suppliers to this project being in Northwest Ohio.   

This is the time for a bold move for the future development of Ohio and particularly Northwest 
Ohio.  One of my fundamental beliefs about government, is that it is the one which creates the 
infrastructure for development. It was my hope that the study would explore alternatives for 
figuring this out.  I believe that in the future, the need for expanded transportation will make this 
decision short sighted. 

Lastly, every other City the size of Toledo has direct freeway access to Columbus.  Toledo does 
not. You and other members of your cabinet have heard my lamentation that the Northwest 
border for Ohio is the Maumee River.  This decision moves the border even further south.  I 
sincerely ask your team to review this decision and meet with representatives from Northwest 
Ohio who are willing to work on a reasonable solution.  I firmly believe that there is one. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paula Hicks-Hudson 
State Representative 
44th Ohio House District 
 

 


