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Honorable Mike DeWine 
Ohio Governor 
77 S. High St, FL 30 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Honorable Dr. Jack Marchbanks, Ph.D. 
Director, Ohio Department of Transportation 
1980 W. Broad St. 
Columbus, OH 43223 

May 18, 2022 
 

Re: Route 23 Connect  
  
Dear Governor DeWine and Director Marchbanks, 
 

Thank you for your leadership and efforts to improve transportation infrastructure 
throughout Ohio. I write to express my disappointment about the Ohio Department of 
Transportation’s decision to end the study exploring various options for connecting 
Toledo to Columbus via Route 23. Toledo is the fourth largest city in the state and the 
only major city in Ohio without direct freeway access to the Capital.  
 
It appears that valid concerns of Northwest Ohio local governments and the business 
community are once again being ignored and prematurely disregarded. Although it is 
my understanding that the Department of Transportation has determined that none of 
the alternatives presented during the study are suitable, it is not an excuse for stopping 
the work early. There are many factors which need to be balanced during the study, but 
doing nothing or the bare minimum will hinder economic activity in Northwest Ohio. 
Additionally, the lack of improvement will be felt by Delaware County’s economy. 
 
Recent Intel development news has the potential to boost Central Ohio’s economic 
growth. It is important to remember that Ohio’s economy is connected. Part of Central 
Ohio’s success relies on Northwest Ohio. Additionally, the currently under construction 
Gordie Howe International Bridge will result in increased trade and traffic between 
Ohio and Canada. Having direct freeway access from Northwest Ohio to Columbus is 
essential to best capitalize on these opportunities. 
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I encourage you to reconsider your decision to terminate the Route 23 Connect study. 
Furthermore I encourage you to continue to engage with stakeholders and continue the 
study until you determine an appropriate and effective solution. Should you need any 
additional legislative authority, I stand willing to partner with you and like-minded 
individuals.   
 
Thank you for your consideration and attention to this matter. I look forward to your 
response.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Michael P. Sheehy 
Ohio Representative, 46th District 
 
 
CC: Brian Dicken, Toledo Chamber of Commerce 
Tim Brown, TMACOG 
 


