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2023 TMACOG General Assembly 
City Caucus Notes 

Friday, January 20, 2023 
 

 
Call to Order/Welcome/Introductions – The City Caucus met on Friday, January 20, 2023, at 
8:15 a.m. in the Niagara room at the Hilton Garden Inn in Perrysburg, Ohio. Mike Aspacher, 
Bowling Green mayor, moderated the meeting and welcomed everyone present. Introductions 
were made around the room. Legislators in attendance were welcomed, and Mayor Aspacher 
explained the purpose of the caucus for anyone new to TMACOG. 
 
Caucus members in attendance included 

• Kevin Aller, Director of Public Safety/Service, City of Sylvania  
• Bob Anderson, Administrator, City of Northwood 
• Mike Aspacher, Mayor, City of Bowling Green 
• Barbra Bruno, Council Member, City of Waterville  
• Mark Frye, Council Member, City of Sylvania  
• Marcus Hansen, Council Member, City of Sylvania  
• Eric Keckler, Mayor, City of Fostoria  
• Tom Mackin, Mayor, City of Perrysburg 
• Joel Mazur, Administrator, City of Oregon 
• Ed Moore, Director of Public Utilities, City of Toledo 
• Simon Nyi, Grants Commissioner, City of Toledo 
• Timothy Pedro, Mayor, City of Waterville  
• Nick Rubando, Council Member, City of Bowling Green 
• Angie Ruiz, Council Member, 3rd Ward, City of Fremont 
• George Sarantou, Council Member At-Large, City of Toledo 
• Sandy Spang, Deputy Director Economic Development, City of Toledo 
• Craig Stough, Mayor, City of Sylvania 
• Keith Torbet, Director of Public Services, City of Wauseon  
• Vanice Williams, Councilwoman, City of Toledo 
• Martha Woelke, Community Development Administrator, City of Bowling Green 

 
Other TMACOG members and guests in attendance included: 

• Jason Bartschy, Financing Program Manager, Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority 
• Lori Brodie, Northwest Regional Liaison, Ohio State Auditor’s Office 
• Travis Chapin, Toledo Citizens’ Climate Lobby  
• Doug Dunn, Senior Engineer, Stantec  
• Paula Hicks-Hudson, State Senator, 11th District, Ohio  
• Andy Lorenz, Business Development Manager, Rudolph Libbe Group 
• Patrick McColley, Deputy Director, ODOT District 2 
• Mason Olds, Legislative Aide, Office of Ohio Rep. Haraz Ghanbari 
• Lori Proctor, Toledo Citizens’ Climate Lobby 
• Don Scherer, Consultant, Make That Sustainable  
• Kacey Young, Capital Programs Administrator, ODOT District 2 
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TMACOG support staff in attendance included: 

• David Gedeon, Vice President of Transportation 
• Marissa Bechstein, Transportation Planner  

 
Election of Representatives to the Board of Trustees – The first order of business on the 
agenda was the election of caucus members to this year’s Board of Trustees. A motion was 
made by Tom Mackin and seconded by Angie Ruiz to elect the following representatives. The 
motion passed unanimously.  

Trustees  

Nick Rubando, City of Bowling Green 
Angie Ruiz, City of Fremont 
Tim Pedro, City of Waterville 

A motion was made by Nick Rubando and seconded by Robert Anderson to elect the following 
representatives to serve as alternates for this year’s TMACOG Board of Trustees. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

Alternates 

Keith Torbet, City of Wauseon  
Ed Schimmel, City of Northwood 
Marcus Hansen, City of Sylvania  

Election of City Representative to Transportation Council – A motion was made by Mike 
Aspacher and seconded by Nick Rubando to elect Angie Ruiz to represent the City Caucus on 
the Transportation Council. The motion passed unanimously.  

Discussion Topics – The following topics were discussed by the caucus. 

• Accessing/increasing local government funds from the state  

o Caucus attendees discussed the struggles they have experienced since losing a 
substantial portion of local government funds 10 years ago. Some entities are 
struggling with local match requirements for available funds. Additionally, cities are 
seeing the greatest impact in safety services. Residents have also had to take on 
some of the burden from cities that lost local funds. The City of Toledo had to pass 
a local income tax to pay for street improvements. The City of Fostoria had to 
eliminate some of the tax credits they provided to residents. Caucus attendees 
would like to see a share of the local income tax that state legislators had once 
promised. Senator Hicks-Hudson requested that municipalities document the 
revenue they’ve lost over the years and the actions taken to compensate for the 
loss of local government funds. 

• Difficulties faced by small businesses 

o COVID-19 impacted many small businesses, but local entrepreneurship increased 
significantly. Caucus attendees discussed the need for local governments to make 
sure business owners are aware of the supportive services available. If cities do 
not have supportive services, it would be worthwhile for them to invest time and 
resources in services that support small businesses. Cities should also consider 
utilizing technology to help make local regulations and processes more accessible 
for current or potential business owners. Some local libraries can help with 
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business plans and the Regional Chamber is available to negotiate commercial 
leases and assist with budget projections. Port authorities are another resource 
because they can work with the Regional Growth Partnership and chamber to 
assist businesses looking for capital. Caucus members would like to see the state 
consolidate the steps business owners have to complete since multiple state 
agencies have their own regulations. On top of state regulations, small business 
owners must follow federal and local regulations, which can be difficult due to their 
limited staff and expertise. Another discussion item was how worker shortages are 
affecting small businesses. 

• Regional passenger rail using existing infrastructure 

o David Gedeon provided attendees an update on passenger rail initiatives in the 
region. A few feasibility studies have been completed looking at a connection from 
Toledo to either Detroit Metro Airport or the City of Detroit. Amtrak has the Toledo 
to Detroit connection in their master plan. A connection between Columbus and 
Toledo is currently being studied. Columbus is looking for a Chicago connection, 
and since Toledo has a connection to Chicago, it would make sense for Toledo 
and Columbus to connect. The state is going to be taking recommendations from 
the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) on where service should be 
expanded in the state. One priority connection would include Cleveland, 
Columbus, Cincinnati, and Dayton. There are several federal infrastructure 
programs that could provide funds to help with these potential connections. Cities 
can talk to the ORDC and inform them of services they would like them to provide. 
The caucus attendees also briefly discussed the emerging Hyperloop technology 
and potential routes that are currently being studied.  

• Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) grants 

o David Gedeon provided caucus attendees with an update on available BIL funds. 
He informed attendees that ODOT has an excellent website that provides 
information on available grants. The City of Toledo submitted applications for three 
projects totaling $8 million and are working on a RAISE grant for $25 million. 
Additionally, they are looking at a Smart Cities grant. Caucus attendees also 
discussed the need for regional coordination because several of these programs 
want and/or require it. TMACOG would be a good organization to coordinate a 
working group of regional entities that would meet regularly to discuss funding 
opportunities. This would allow different entities in the region to better prepare for 
an application and ensure they are not competing with a neighboring community 
on the same application.  

• U.S. 23 update  

o Support and advocacy for a free-flowing connection from Toledo to Columbus is 
ongoing. ODOT is looking at segments of the corridor to identify short term fixes, 
but there is still a push for a more significant long-term fix. Cities are encouraged 
to send resolutions of support to the Governor. TMACOG and other entities met 
with the Governor, and he emphasized the study is not necessarily done forever. 

• Regional wastewater: Not discussed 

Adjourn – Everyone was thanked for attending the caucus and the session was adjourned. 


