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2023 TMACOG General Assembly 

School Districts & Colleges/Universities Caucus 
Friday, January 20, 2023 

 
 

 
Call to Order/Welcome – The School Districts and Colleges/Universities Caucus met on Friday, 
January 20, 2023, at 8:15 a.m. in Parlor B at the Hilton Garden Inn in Perrysburg, Ohio. Dr. Dione 
Somerville, president of Owens Community College, called the meeting to order and welcomed 
everyone present. Introductions were made by everyone present. Dr. Somerville explained the 
purpose of the caucus for anyone who may be new to TMACOG.  

TMACOG Members in attendance included:  

• Dan Creps, Superintendent, Rossford Schools 
• Tom Dimitrew, Director of Career Technology, Toledo Public Schools 
• Ed Ewers, Superintendent, Penta Career Center 
• Melissa Hopfer, Program Coordinator of Economic Development, Bowling Green State 

University 
• Tonya Kessinger, Assistant Director, Penta Career Center 
• Hannah Marozzi, Director of State Government Relations, Bowling Green State University 
• Michael McCormick, Chief Information Officer, Lourdes University 
• Diane Miller, Chief of Staff/Associate Vice President for Governmental Relations, University 

of Toledo 
• Mark Pogliano, Assistant Superintendent, Penta Career Center 
• Rodney Rogers, President, Bowling Green State University 
• Tim Smith, Governing Board Member, Wood County ESC 
• Dione Somerville, President, Owens Community College 
• Dave Stacklin, Supervisor, Penta Career Center 
• Bob Vasquez, Board Member, Toledo Public Schools 

Non-Caucus members present included: 

• Kerri Carte, Planning & Development Coordinator, Great Lakes Community Action 
Partnership 

• Curtis Nutter, Student, Eastwood High School 
• Logan Segaard, Marketing Specialist, DGL Consulting Engineers 
 

TMACOG staff present included:  

• Sara Guiher, Water Quality Planner 

Election of Representative to the TMACOG Board of Trustees and Water Quality Council – 
The first order of business on the agenda was the election of caucus members to this year’s Board 
of Trustees. A motion was made by Bob Vasquez and seconded by Diane Miller to elect the 
following representatives. The motion passed unanimously. 

Trustees elected to represent member school districts include:  
Ed Ewers 
Dan Creps (alternate) 
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Trustees elected to represent member colleges and universities include:  

Hannah Marozzi 
Michael McCormick (alternate) 

Representatives appointed to Water Quality Council include: 

Bob Vasquez 

Discussion Topics – The following topics were discussed by the caucus: 

• Federal infrastructure bill and other funding for K-12 and higher education 
o The caucus members agreed that opportunities through the infrastructure bill should 

be addressed regionally in a coordinated effort, and that TMACOG is a natural leader 
in this type of effort. It was also stressed that this and similar programs do not 
represent long-term funding and should not be used for long-term expenses.  

o Better regional coordination around local priorities for funding will give more visibility 
to northwest Ohio both at the state and federal levels. 

• Workforce development 
o This is a topic of ongoing discussion for the Schools Caucus, and participants felt 

strongly that workforce development should be addressed explicitly (potentially 
through a separate caucus or committee), with a focus on including representatives 
from business and industry. 

• Addressing mental health concerns 
o Mental health is a major concern for those in K-12 and higher education. A recent 

survey by Michigan State University found that over 70 percent of college/university 
students have moderate to severe mental health issues. Caucus members 
representing K-12 said mental health issues are “exploding” and that they are 
“excruciatingly short” when it comes to professionals who are available to address 
these issues. Students at the second-grade level in particular are having troubles 
associated with starting grade school during lockdown. 

o Long-term dedicated funding should be made available to increase mental health 
services at all levels of education. 

• What legislation are you watching, what would be helpful? 
o Senate Bill 1 (reintroduced; previously SB 178) was discussed at length. The bill is 

the latest in a series of bills with changing language. There are some positives 
associated with the bill, including more flexibility and better opportunities for career 
and technical schools; however, members had some concerns over the bill, especially 
the centralization of authority over K-12 schools with an appointed state-level 
position. This restructuring would likely remove authority from the state Board of 
Education and in turn local school boards, which would prevent flexibility and 
autonomy in the 600+ school districts in Ohio. 

New Business/Next Steps – Dr. Somerville reviewed her summaries of the discussion topics and 
worked with the caucus members to finalize language for the report given during the business 
meeting. 

Adjournment – Dr. Somerville thanked everyone for attending the caucus and adjourned the 
meeting. 


