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2023 TMACOG General Assembly 

Township Caucus Notes 
Friday, January 20, 2023 

 
 

 
Call to Order/Welcome/Introductions – The Township Caucus met on Friday, January 20, 
2023, at 8:15 a.m. in the Lawrence Room at the Hilton Garden Inn in Perrysburg, Ohio. Jacob 
Barnes, Springfield Township planning director, called the meeting to order and welcomed 
everyone. Introductions were made around the room. Mr. Barnes explained the purpose of the 
caucus for anyone new to TMACOG.  
 
Caucus members in attendance included: 

• Dean Anderson, Trustee, Township of Spencer 
• Tom Anderson, Jr., Trustee, Township of Springfield 
• Jacob Barnes, Planning Director, Township of Springfield  
• David Bench, Trustee, Township of Jerusalem 
• Jon Eckel, Administrator, Township of Perrysburg 
• Brendyn George, Trustee, Township of Jackson 
• Michael Hampton, Administrator, Township of Springfield 
• Mark Hummer, Administrator, Township of Lake 
• Steven Kester, Trustee, Township of Spencer 
• Kelly Moore, Zoning Administrator, Township of Perrysburg 
• Greg Panning, Trustee, Township of Jackson 
• Donald Sahloff, Trustee, Township of Whiteford 
• Mark Sattler, Trustee, Township of Jerusalem 
• Eric Wagner, Zoning Administrator, Township of Monclova 

 
Other TMACOG members and guests in attendance included: 

• Theresa Gavarone, State Senator, Ohio 2nd District 
• RJ Lumbrezer, Principal and Survey Manager, DGL Consulting Engineers, LLC 

 
TMACOG staff members in attendance included: 
 

• Michael Fuller, Transportation Planner  
• Nate Reiter, Deputy Finance Director 

Election of Representatives to the TMACOG Board of Trustees – The first order of business 
on the agenda was the election of caucus members to this year’s Board of Trustees. A motion 
and a second were made to elect the following members to represent the Township Caucus on 
the TMACOG Board of Trustees. The motion passed unanimously. 

Trustees 
Jon Eckel 
Mike Hampton 
Mark Hummer 
Don Sahloff 
VACANT 
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Alternates 
Barry Cousino 
Ken Gilsdorf 
Joe Schaller 
VACANT SEAT 
VACANT SEAT 
 

Appointment of Township Representative to Transportation Council – A motion and a 
second were made to appoint Brendyn George to represent the Township Caucus on the 
Transportation Council. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion Topics 

• Sidewalk/right of way management 

o Monclova Township has had issues with property owners not installing or 
maintaining sidewalks. Other townships noted issues with property owners 
not maintaining the tree line (the space between the sidewalk and the road). 
It was noted that cities can try to pass levies to fund sidewalks. It was also 
noted that townships cannot use road funds on sidewalk construction. 

• Making platted private land public 

o Springfield Township recently had a piece of privately platted land transferred 
to their ownership from the land bank and lament the dearth of legislation and 
guidance pertaining to this situation. It was noted that this acquired land 
cannot be turned into a park or other public property. Monclova Township 
noted that this issue seems to stem from homeowners associations (HOAs) 
in subdivisions with any kind of open land as a shared area, as HOAs tend to 
dissolve after the first 20-25 years in a neighborhood as the first generation of 
property owners either age or move out, leaving open land neglected and 
under nebulous ownership. It was also noted that realtors do not always 
provide clear property definitions in such transfers, exacerbating the problem.  

• U.S. 23 Update  

o TMACOG shared that many organizations are providing letters of support for 
this initiative and has letter templates and other resources for interested 
organizations that have not yet crafted one. Sen. Gavarone continues to work 
in support of this initiative.   

• Inflation pressures 

o Monclova Township noted increased costs and delays in acquiring new 
equipment. Whiteford Township noted that bids on township projects are 
coming in at higher costs than anticipated.  

• Railroad overpass in Hoytville  

o Jackson Township noted a blocked railroad crossing in Hoytville is disrupting 
traffic and forcing long diversions onto their roads, many of which are not built 
to handle large volumes of commercial traffic. The blocked crossing has also 
impeded emergency services. Attempts to meet with the Ohio Department of 
Transportation and other organizations on the issue have yielded limited 
results. Compounding the issue is Jackson Township’s funding being 
incommensurate with its road mileage.  
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• Utilities discussion 

o Spencer Township continues to be denied grants to improve their internet 
infrastructure. It was noted that wireless internet is not an option due to their 
proximity to the airport. They noted that Buckeye Broadband has been 
helpful. It was noted that satellite internet is not likely to work. Some residents 
have paid considerable out-of-pocket costs to establish their own private 
connections.  

• Roundtable discussion 
o Springfield and Monclova townships are approving many villa-style homes 

among their new constructions. Jerusalem Township is concerned about 
paying for consolidated 911 services. Sen. Gavarone shared information 
about a Cut Red Tape Ohio initiative to give members another platform to 
reach out to legislators. Several townships are building new administrative 
offices. Lake Township has already reaped the benefits of the recently 
passed House Bill 206 and is dealing with a waste removal issue. Issues 
related to funding opportunities and sources were discussed. Jackson 
Township is concerned about regulation of dairies in their jurisdiction. Multiple 
townships expressed concern about their ability to provide emergency 
services to constituents. 

 
Legislative Update – This topic was not discussed. 
 
Next Steps – There were no requested actions from caucus members. 
 
Questions and Answers – All questions took place during the roundtable discussion. 
 
Adjournment – Mr. Barnes thanked the attendees for their participation and adjourned the 
meeting. 


