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Summer Caucuses with State Lawmakers 
County Caucus Notes 

Wednesday, August 3, 2022 
 

 
 
Call to Order/Welcome/Introductions – The County Caucus met on Wednesday, August 3, 
2022, at 8:30 a.m. in Room 1115 at Penta Career Center in Perrysburg, Ohio. Mark Stahl, Ottawa 
County commissioner, moderated the meeting and welcomed everyone present. Introductions 
were made around the room. Legislators in attendance were welcomed and thanked for attending 
the caucus session. 
 
Caucus members in attendance included: 
 

• Carlos Baez, County Engineer, Sandusky County 

• Ted Bowlus, Commissioner, Wood County 

• Mark Coppeler, Commissioner, Ottawa County 

• Don Douglas, Commissioner, Ottawa County 

• Doris Herringshaw, Commissioner, Wood County 

• Scott Miller, Commissioner, Sandusky County 

• Mike Pniewski, County Engineer, Lucas County 

• Mark Stahl, Commissioner, Ottawa County  

• Russ Zimmerman, Commissioner, Sandusky County 
 
Non-caucus members in attendance included: 
 

• Lori Brodie, Northwest Regional Liaison, Ohio Auditor of State’s Office 

• Haraz Ghanbari, Ohio State Representative, 3rd District 

• Paula Hicks-Hudson, Ohio House State Representative, 44th District 

• Theresa Gavarone, Ohio State Senator, 2nd District 

• Mick Pocratsky, Commissioner, Defiance County 

• Dana Phipps, Commissioner, Defiance County 

• Lisa Sobecki, Ohio State Representative, 45th District 
 
TMACOG support staff in attendance included: 
 

• Tim Brown, President 

• Matthew Kennedy, Water Quality Planner 
 
Overview of Meeting & Discussion of Topics/Issues – The following topics were discussed by 
the caucus. 
 

• Topic 1 – State Route 23 Connection between Toledo and Columbus 
 

Toledo is the only major city in Ohio without direct access to Columbus. Given the importance of 
freight coming from north of the city and the need to better access the state capitol, work is being 
done to evaluate ways to solve this problem. Route 23 currently has 38 lights but will likely 
continue to increase due to development.  
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• Topic 2 – Gas Tax 
 
Members talked about the importance of having the previous gas tax increase for budget 
planning and a baseline for operating costs. There is concern that a gas tax increase freeze 
would have negative impacts on infrastructure project funding, as it wouldn’t account for cost 
increases due to inflation. In addition, any reduction in funding could impact getting access to the 
federal infrastructure bill, as it often requires a 20 percent match. However, there was also 
discussion of the importance of helping reduce the burden of high gas costs on the public. 
 

• Topic 3 – Emergency Response  
 
Concerns have been growing about the lack of funding for local emergency services as well as 
the workforce for volunteer fire departments. Out of the 1,180 departments statewide, 70 percent 
are volunteers. Ohio has set up a task force to study issues related to volunteer departments and 
potential solutions. There is a potential for reorganization of services by changing some 
regulations regarding the need to be a local resident and only helping in your residential area, as 
well as looking at regionalization of departments and mutual aid for small rural communities. 
 

• Topic 4 – Wind and Solar Projects  
 
Discussion focused on how wind and solar projects are zoned in the region. Senate Bill 52 was 
introduced to give local governments control of planning/zoning. Communities can feel unheard 
about their concerns of where projects are located as well as issues with solar taking away 
farming land. Some felt the bill should have given planning/zoning authority to the townships 
rather than the counties. 
 

• Topic 5 – Regional Workforce Concerns 
 
There are concerns related to regional workforce shortages despite offering more money and 
benefits. In addressing these issues, a conscious effort is needed to engage workers, especially 
younger workers, to better determine needs and focus on quality of life, health care, education, 
transportation, and recreational opportunities. In addition, the types of jobs factor into solving the 
issues, since there are differences between remote and in-person positions. Remote can provide 
opportunities to live but work other places; however, sectors like manufacturing can’t be remote. 
 
Generate two (2) questions to present at Panel Forum with State Lawmakers 
 
Caucus attendees discussed topics they wanted to present to the state lawmakers.  
 

• The first topic was legislation that could reduce state fuel tax funding that counties 
rely on. 

• The second topic was Senate Bill 52 regarding zoning authority for wind and solar 
projects. 

 
Adjourn – Everyone was thanked for attending the caucus and the session was adjourned. 


