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Summer Caucuses with State Lawmakers 
Township Caucus Notes 

Wednesday, August 3, 2022 
 

 
 
Call to Order/Welcome/Introductions – The Township Caucus met on Wednesday, August 3, 
2022, at 8:30 a.m. in Room 1302 at Penta Career Center in Perrysburg, Ohio. Springfield 
Township Planning Director Jacob Barnes called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone 
present. Introductions were made around the room. Legislators in attendance were welcomed 
and thanked for attending the caucus session. 
 
TMACOG members who were present included:  
 

• Jacob Barnes, Planning Director, Township of Springfield  

• David Bench, Trustee, Township of Jerusalem 

• Walter Celley, Administrator, Township of Perrysburg 

• Barry Cousino, Fire Chief, Township of Springfield 

• Andrew Glenn, Trustee, Township of Springfield 

• Michael Hampton, Township Administrator, Township of Springfield 

• Steve Kester, Trustee, Township of Spencer 

• Barbara Lang, Trustee, Township of Monclova 

• Joe Schaller, Trustee, Township of Perrysburg 

• Oliver Turner, Township Administrator, Township of Sylvania 

• Eric Wagner, Zoning Administrator, Township of Monclova 
 
TMACOG support staff in attendance included: 
 

• William Best, Vice President of Finance and Administration 

• Mike Fuller, Transportation Planner 

• Nate Reiter, Accountant 
 
Overview of meeting & Discussion of Topics/Issues – The following topics were discussed 
by caucus members. 
 

Topic 1 – State Route 23 Connection between Toledo and Columbus and its impact on 
townships 
 

• One township suggested a focus on high-speed rail rather than fixing the highway. 

• Another asked if anyone has asked the local county engineers about their opinion on 
the subject. 

• In general, everyone agrees that something needs to be done, but it may be too late 
and too expensive. 

• It was suggested that out of the five options, the bypass was best but was turned 
down because the farmers and residents whose land the bypass would cross didn’t 
want strip malls and gas stations popping up along the route. One attendee 
suggested the area could be zoned as as a special district to prevent 
commercialization. 
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Topic 2 – Impact of inflation on township budgets 
 

• The topic generated nervous laughter, particularly the question about solutions. 

• All are trying to manage the best they can, but inflation is definitely hitting their 
budgets hard. 

• One township administrator indicated that supply chain shortages are currently more 
problematic than inflation. 

 
Topic 3 – Impact of workforce shortages on townships  
 

• In general, townships didn’t suggest this was a serious problem. 

• When asked what unique ways they were using to find people, one responded that 
they have found success with Indeed. Another offers a referral program to their 
current employees for up to $500 for successful placement of new hires. 

• Barry Cousino mentioned the challenge of balancing increased wages needed to hire 
new workers with keeping wages fair for existing employees. 

 
Topic 4 – Challenges providing internet access and other utilities 
 

• Spencer Township is unable to get any service provider to bring high-speed internet 
to the township. 

• Providers don’t want to bring in wires because the population base is too small and 
won’t be able to cover the cost. 

• No other township has this issue. 

• Buckeye submitted a grant application to the state through the state’s sponsored 
program, but they were turned down and no reason was given. 

• Spencer Township commented that a large portion of the township is Metroparks 
property, and that limits the pool of users that could pay to run fiber lines. 

• It was suggested that they see if the Metroparks would work with them to fix this 
situation. 

• Spencer Township also has a need to get natural gas into the township with little 
success for the same reasons (most people use propane). 

 
Topic 5 – Townships’ decisions whether to opt out of the new state fireworks law 
 

• Townships suggested that the opt-out is not enforceable, so they see no reason to 
take this action. 

 
Roundtable conversation – Each township representative shared a brief update on what is 
happening in their township. 
 

• Several townships commented that new construction building permits have dropped 
significantly. Monclova Township had no new permits for housing starts at all in a 
recent month for the first time in a while. 

• Monclova Township has been working on their fire department issues. 

• Springfield Township is working with TARTA as the kick-off community for the 
TARTA expansion. 

• Thanks were expressed to the individuals who worked so hard to get the legislation 
passed to allow township policing on interstates. 

• Perrysburg Township is looking for a new administrator, as Walt Celley plans to retire 
in January. 
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Generate two (2) questions to present at Panel Forum with State Lawmakers –  
 

1. Can the 911 system be funded more equitably by implementing a cell phone user fee? 
2. What resources and support are available for townships to provide utility (internet and 

natural gas) infrastructure? 
 
Adjourn – Everyone was thanked for attending the caucus and the session was adjourned. 


