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February 17, 2023 

 

Chairman Jay Edwards 

77 S. High St, Floor 13 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

RE: Support for Transportation Budget Section 203.47 

 

Dear Chairman Edwards, 

 

Section 203.47 of the transportation budget represents decades’ worth of efforts by 

communities in Northwest Ohio to improve the transportation infrastructure through Ohio from 

Mackinaw to Myrtle Beach.   

 

The successful economic growth of Delaware, Ohio has produced a few "good problems" 

to deal with. Unfortunately, this growth has led to a bottleneck in the transportation of goods 

through Ohio in this region. There is no direct route from Northwest Ohio to Columbus and thus 

the Route 23 corridor is in dire need of development. I am certain that you can understand the 

consequence of a total of 38 stoplights before arriving at a major artery. With Intel's 

need/demand for "just in time" delivery, this will complicate the transportation of resources 

originating in and passing through Northwest Ohio. 

 

You can see the fingerprint of Northwest Ohio in the language of line 674: "including 

improving links between Toledo and Columbus." While we in this region are grateful for this 

language, we fear that others may attempt to jump on the bandwagon and claim these funds for 

other projects. My request is simple. Please protect these funds allocated at the request of the 

constituents of Northwest Ohio and the Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments. 

There is some concern that these funds will dissipate rapidly and may not even be sufficient as 

they are. If other regions have requests, please appropriate their funds separately rather than 

allocating insufficient funds to multiple projects.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

State Representative Gary Click 

Ohio House District 88 
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